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Digital Reader Edition 
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quoted verses whenever possible. The story of Scripture is best 
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Dedication 

 
To my Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ—the reason for this book, the 
King I serve, and the One who first called me to live as a citizen of 
Heaven. 

 
To my wife and children, for your patience, love, and steady presence. 
You are my closest mission field and my greatest earthly joy. 

And to my fellow citizens of Heaven—those who walked with me, 
asked honest questions, and lived faithfully in ordinary ways. 
Your lives inspired the words that follow. 

 

“And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.” 

- Colossians 3:17 (ESV) 
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A Note on What’s Ahead 

This book won’t answer every question you have about the Christian 
faith. It won’t address every doctrine, spiritual practice, or challenge you 
may face. 

What it will do is orient you to the most foundational reality of Christian 
life: 

Heaven is real. 
Jesus is King. 

We live from there. 

Everything else—deeper theology, spiritual formation, ethical questions, 
and long-term discipleship—builds on this foundation. Once you’re 
grounded here, you’ll be better prepared for what comes next. 
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 Author’s Welcome 

 

 

If you’re new to the Christian faith—or if you’ve been walking with 
Jesus for a while but still feel unsure—this book is for you. 

You may be full of questions. 
You may feel hopeful and uncertain at the same time. 
You may wonder if you’re doing this “right.” 

That’s okay. 

You don’t need all the answers to follow Jesus. You never did. 

For several years, I’ve been writing and speaking about discipleship and 
faithful Christian living through my work at LastDaysLiving.com. That 
work grew out of the same concern that led to this book: helping 
believers live with clarity, hope, and peace as citizens of God’s 
Kingdom—without fear or pressure. 

I’m not a vocational pastor. I’m someone who believes deeply that Jesus 
is a good King, that He is returning, and that following Him should lead 
to trust rather than anxiety. 

Faith was never meant to be a test you pass or fail. It is a life you learn 
to live—one step at a time. Growth happens along the way, not before 
you begin. 

Because many readers come carrying pressure or past wounds, it may 
help to say plainly what this book is not trying to do. 

This book will not pressure you to perform or use fear as motivation. 
It will not demand perfection or pretend that faith is easy. 
It will not rush you, shame you for questions, or ask you to prove your 
devotion. 
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Instead, it invites you to understand the story you’ve stepped into, trust 
the King who leads it, and learn to live faithfully in ordinary life—secure 
in who you are and hopeful about where everything is going. 

Take your time with these pages. Read slowly. Pause when you need to. 

You’re not behind. 
You’re learning what it means to live as a citizen of Heaven, right where 
you are. 

And that journey is worth taking. 

 

What This Book Is 

This book is meant to serve as a first orientation—or re-orientation—to 
life as a citizen of God’s Kingdom. 

It is: 

• a starting place for learning how the Christian faith is meant to 
be lived 

• a foundation you build on, not a complete structure 
• a calming voice for the anxious, weary, and uncertain 
• an invitation to understand the reality you’ve stepped into, not 

an exhaustive map of everything that follows 

Think of this book as the welcome packet you receive when moving to a 
new country. It helps you understand where you are, who is in authority, 
and what your new citizenship means. It does not teach you the entire 
language or culture. That comes over time—through Scripture, 
community, and lived experience. 

 

What This Book Is Not 

This book is not: 

• a systematic theology 
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• a comprehensive discipleship manual 
• a debate-driven or fear-based presentation of faith 
• a replacement for Scripture, the local church, or pastoral 

guidance 

It is intentionally foundational—meant to help you find your footing so 
that everything that comes next can be built on something steady and 
true. 

 

What I Mean by “Christian” 

Before we go any further, it may help to be clear about what I mean 
when I use the word Christian in this book. 

A Christian is not simply someone who identifies with a religion, grew 
up in church, or tries to live by certain values. 

A Christian is someone who has chosen to place their trust in Jesus 
Christ—the real, historical person revealed in the Bible. 

Jesus is the Son of God, who entered the world as a man, lived a sinless 
life, and willingly gave His life on the cross for our sins. He was 
crucified, buried, and on the third day rose from the dead. He reigns 
now as King over the Kingdom of Heaven, and He will one day return 
to bring God’s purposes to completion. 

Becoming a Christian is not about earning God’s approval or having 
everything figured out. It is about responding to who Jesus is and what 
He has done by placing your trust in Him. 

If you have trusted Jesus—even imperfectly, even with questions—this 
book is written for you. 

And if you are still considering who Jesus is, you are welcome here too. 
You don’t need to rush a decision to keep reading. You can listen, learn, 
and consider what it means to trust Him as you go. 
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If you are not yet a Christian but are exploring faith, this book assumes 
you have already trusted Jesus. If you are still considering what that 
means, please begin with Appendix G: What It Means to Trust Jesus. 

That appendix explains how someone enters the Christian life. You are 
welcome to read the rest of the book to understand what that life looks 
like—but Appendix G addresses how it begins. 
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HOW TO USE THIS BOOK 

 

 

There is no single right way to use this book. 

You don’t need to read it quickly. 
You don’t need to read every chapter in order. 
You don’t need to understand everything the first time through. 

This book is meant to be a companion, not a checklist. 

Some readers move slowly, pausing often. Others read straight through 
and return later. Some chapters may feel immediately helpful; others 
may take time. That’s not failure. That’s learning. 

Below are a few simple ways you might choose to use this book. Let 
them be options, not expectations. 

Reading on Your Own 

You can read this book quietly, at your own pace. 

Pause when something resonates. 
Reread sections that feel important. 
Skip ahead if needed and return later. 

Faith grows over time. There is no rush. 

Reading With Others 

You may find it helpful to read this book alongside someone else. 

That might be: 

• a trusted friend who is also exploring faith 
• a small group 
• a pastor, mentor, or mature believer 

https://lastdaysliving.com/


xviii 
Ambassadors of Heaven | Duane C. White | LastDaysLiving.com 

Reading with others can make questions feel safer and growth feel less 
lonely. You don’t need to arrive with answers. Simply sharing what 
stands out—or what confuses you—can be enough. 

About the Appendices 

At the end of this book, you’ll find several appendices designed to 
support you if and when you need them. 

They are not required reading, and they are not meant to add pressure. 
Think of them as reference points and gentle companions, not 
assignments. Some readers return to them often. Others may rarely use 
them at all. 

The appendices include: 

• a simple guide for reading Scripture 
• answers to common questions new Christians ask 
• gentle spiritual practices that avoid pressure or performance 
• help for conversations with family and friends 
• a 30-day Scripture companion 
• notes for mentors and leaders walking with others 
• a clear explanation of what it means to trust Jesus, as this book 

uses the phrase 

You don’t need to read the appendices in order—or at all—to benefit 
from the chapters. They are here to serve you, not the other way around. 

If at any point you feel unsure or simply want clarification, you may find 
it helpful to turn to them. 

Walking With Others 

Christian faith was never meant to be lived alone. 

This book is designed to help you find your footing—but it is not meant 
to replace relationships. If you are able, consider reading it alongside 
someone who knows you and cares about your growth. 
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That might be a pastor, a mentor, a Christian friend, or someone who 
has walked with Jesus longer than you. You don’t need to have all your 
questions ready. You don’t need to understand everything first. Simply 
inviting someone to walk with you—to listen, pray, and help you make 
sense of what you’re learning—can make the journey steadier and less 
overwhelming. 

If you’re part of a healthy church, this book works best when it’s read 
within that community, not instead of it. And if you’re still looking for a 
church, or rebuilding trust after hurt, it’s okay to take that step slowly. 

Faith grows best when it’s shared. 

A Simple Next Step 

Consider sharing this book with one person you trust—a pastor, 
mentor, or Christian friend—and inviting them to walk through it with 
you. 

You don’t need answers. 
You don’t need a plan. 
You only need willingness. 

 

After This Book 

This book is meant to be a starting point, not a stopping point. 

Once you’ve settled into the reality of your citizenship—learning who 
you are, where you belong, and who reigns—you’ll want to continue 
growing through regular reading of Scripture, faithful preaching, 
participation in a local church community, deeper study over time, and 
relationships that support your growth. 

Think of this book as laying a foundation—level, solid, and weight-
bearing—so that everything you build on it can stand firm. 

If you are still exploring what it means to trust Jesus, Appendix G is a 
helpful place to begin. 
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Chapter 1 

You’re Part of a Bigger Story 

 

 

Have you ever walked into a movie after it already started? The lights are 
dim, the screen is already moving, and characters are talking about 
things you didn’t see happen. You can tell something important came 
before—but you don’t know what it was yet. You’re watching real 
events unfold, but without context, it’s hard to understand how 
everything fits together. 

If you’re new to following Jesus, that feeling may sound familiar. You 
sense that something real is happening. You can tell this story matters. 
But you may not yet know where it began, how it works, or what your 
place in it is. That’s okay. You didn’t arrive late by accident, and you’re 
not expected to understand everything right away. 

For many people, the early days of faith come with a quiet mix of hope 
and uncertainty. There is relief in discovering that God is real and that 
Jesus is trustworthy. At the same time, questions often surface beneath 
the excitement. What am I supposed to believe now? How do I live as a 
Christian? What if I don’t understand the Bible yet? Those questions 
don’t mean something is wrong. They mean you’ve stepped into a story 
that was already in motion. 

Christian faith doesn’t begin with full understanding. It begins with 
invitation. 

One of the easiest mistakes to make when joining a movie late is trying 
to judge the whole story from a single scene. Without context, actions 
feel confusing and characters seem flat. Tension makes little sense. In 
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the same way, when Christianity is reduced to rules, habits, or personal 
effort, faith can feel heavy or unclear. Without the bigger story, it’s hard 
to know why anything matters. 

Christianity begins with a claim: God is telling a story. At the center of 
that story is Jesus—the Son of God who entered human history, gave 
His life on the cross, rose from the dead, and now reigns as King. When 
you trusted Jesus, you didn’t start a new story. You stepped into one that 
was already unfolding. Faith makes more sense when you know the 
story you’re in. 

This is where the Bible helps. For many new believers, the Bible can feel 
overwhelming, especially if it’s approached like a rulebook or an 
instruction manual. But the Bible is better understood as the full story 
that explains what’s happening on the screen. It shows what happened 
before you arrived, why the world feels broken, who God has always 
been, and why Jesus matters so much. 

At its heart, the Bible tells one unified story. God created the world 
good. Humanity broke trust with Him. God refused to abandon what 
He made. Jesus came to restore what was broken. Every chapter, letter, 
and poem fits somewhere inside that larger story. 

Without getting complicated, here’s the story so far. God created the 
world good and made people to live with Him, trust Him, and reflect 
His character. Humanity chose independence over trust, and sin entered 
the world, bringing fear, death, and separation. God did not walk away. 
He made promises, chose a people, and kept pursuing restoration. Jesus 
entered human history, revealed God clearly, lived faithfully, died for 
our sins, and rose from the dead. Now Jesus reigns, and one day He will 
return. God will restore the world and dwell fully with His people. 

This is not a story about escape. It is a story about renewal. And now, 
you’re in it. 

When you don’t know the story, faith can feel fragile—like watching 
disconnected scenes without knowing how they relate. You may find 
yourself focusing on behavior instead of trust, feeling anxious when you 
fail, doubting when emotions fade, or comparing yourself to others. But 
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as the story becomes clearer, your footing becomes steadier. You begin 
to see God’s faithfulness over time, Jesus’ work as the foundation of 
your faith, and your life as part of something larger than yourself. 

You don’t need to understand every scene right away. You just need to 
keep watching. 

Some people worry they arrived too late—that others know more, 
believe better, or belong more fully. But stories don’t work that way. 
You entered exactly where you were meant to. The timing is not a 
mistake. The invitation still stands. Jesus did not ask you to catch up 
before following Him. He welcomed you into the story and promised to 
walk with you as you learn. 

This chapter isn’t asking you to take notes or master ideas. It’s inviting 
you to rest in something simple and true: you are not expected to know 
the whole story yet. You are invited to live inside it. 

In the next chapter, we’ll look at the future this story is moving 
toward—and why that future gives strength for today. For now, stay 
seated. Keep watching. You belong here. 

Scripture to Sit With 

Luke 24:27 
Ephesians 1:9–10 
Hebrews 1:1–2 
Revelation 21:5 

As you read, notice how Scripture tells one unfolding story with Jesus at 
the center. You are not inventing your faith—you are stepping into what 
God has been doing all along.  
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Chapter 2 

Heaven Is Real (And Why That Matters) 

 

 

“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In 
my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you?” 

— John 14:1–2 (ESV) 

Jesus spoke these words on a night filled with uncertainty. His followers 
were anxious and unsettled. They could sense that something was 
changing, but they didn’t yet understand what it meant or how it would 
unfold. In that moment, Jesus did not give them a strategy or a schedule. 
He gave them a promise. He told them the future was secure. And that 
kind of promise has a way of changing how the present feels. 

When you know something good is coming, today doesn’t disappear—
but it does feel different. 

Think about something familiar. Imagine you know a good vacation is 
coming next week. You still go to work. You still handle responsibilities. 
Nothing about today suddenly stops mattering. But the weight of today 
shifts. Small frustrations don’t feel as heavy. Delays are easier to tolerate. 
Hard moments feel temporary instead of endless. The future doesn’t 
erase today—it reshapes it. 

Christian hope works the same way. Heaven is not meant to distract you 
from life. It steadies you within it. 

For many people, though, heaven feels unclear or distant. Some imagine 
floating on clouds. Others picture a purely spiritual place with little 
connection to real life. Some avoid thinking about it altogether because 
it feels confusing or unrealistic. When the future feels vague, faith often 
shrinks to the present moment. Life becomes about surviving the week 
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or simply trying to do the right thing. That’s like forgetting the vacation 
is coming and treating every hard day as permanent. God never intended 
His people to live without hope. 

Christian hope is not wishful thinking. You don’t look forward to a 
vacation because you hope it might happen. You look forward to it 
because plans are made and the destination is real. Heaven is real for the 
same reason. Jesus did not speak about the future as a possibility. He 
spoke about it as a promise. 

He lived faithfully. 

He died for our sins. 

He rose from the dead. 

Because Jesus defeated death, the future is not uncertain. Hope rests on 
something solid. 

Heaven is not about leaving the world behind forever. It is about God 
finishing what He started. From the beginning, God’s plan has always 
been restoration, not abandonment. Creation was good. Sin brought 
damage. Jesus came to rescue and restore. Heaven points to the future 
where God’s will is fully done—where broken things are healed and 
peace is complete. 

This is why the Bible speaks of a new heaven and a new earth. God 
renews what He loves. The future God promises is not less real than 
today. It is more real. 

Knowing a good future is coming doesn’t make you careless in the 
present. It makes you steady. You still show up. You still act faithfully. 
You still care about what matters. But you don’t panic when things go 
wrong. When the future is secure, patience grows. Courage strengthens. 
Peace settles in. Hope does not remove hardship, but it gives you 
strength to walk through it. Heaven gives faith room to breathe. 

A coming vacation doesn’t make you quit your life. It helps you carry it. 
In the same way, heaven does not pull you away from the world. It 
anchors you in it. Because heaven is real, love matters. Integrity matters. 
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Ordinary faithfulness matters. You live fully present, not checked out. 
Hope does not teach you to escape. It teaches you to endure with 
confidence. 

You don’t need to understand every detail about heaven to live with 
hope. You only need to trust a few simple truths: God has prepared a 
future. Jesus has secured it. And you are included in it. Heaven is not a 
vague idea or a coping mechanism. It is a promise. And like knowing a 
good vacation is coming, that promise quietly changes how you live 
today. 

In the next chapter, we’ll talk about the King who rules this future—and 
why His authority is not a threat, but a gift. For now, let hope do its 
quiet work. The future is in good hands. 

 

Scripture to Sit With 

John 14:1–3 

1 Peter 1:3–5 

Colossians 3:1–4 

Hebrews 11:16 

 

Let these passages steady your heart. Heaven is not vague or fragile—it 
is a promised future secured by Jesus. 

https://lastdaysliving.com/
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Chapter 3 

Jesus Is King (Not Just a Helper) 

 

 

Have you ever been on a boat when the water suddenly turns rough? 
The wind picks up, the waves rise, and the horizon disappears. In 
moments like that, what matters most is not how confident the 
passengers feel, but whether the captain knows what he’s doing. If the 
captain is trustworthy, you can stay on board even when the sea is not 
calm. Following Jesus works the same way. 

Many people first approach Jesus as someone who helps when life feels 
hard. We ask Him for comfort, guidance, and solutions to problems we 
can’t fix on our own. None of that is wrong. Jesus does help. He is 
compassionate, attentive, and invites us to bring our needs to Him. But 
if Jesus is only a helper, faith becomes fragile. When life doesn’t improve 
quickly, doubt creeps in. When prayers feel unanswered, trust weakens. 
Scripture presents Jesus as something far more steady and secure than a 
helper alone. It presents Him as King. 

Calling Jesus “King” can feel uncomfortable, especially in a world where 
authority is often misused. For some, authority sounds dangerous. For 
others, it feels restrictive. But not all authority is the same. A good 
captain does not control the ship to limit the passengers. He steers it to 
keep them safe and moving toward the right destination. Jesus’ authority 
works that way. He is not guessing, reacting, or learning as He goes. He 
rules with wisdom, power, and care. His leadership is not a threat—it is 
a gift. 

When the sea is calm, anyone can pretend to lead. It’s when storms 
come that leadership is tested. Life brings storms in many forms: loss, 
confusion, failure, fear. In those moments, what you need is not a 
suggestion or a helpful tip. You need direction. Jesus does not offer 
advice from the sidelines. He is actively guiding the course of the story. 
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Because He rose from the dead, His authority is real. Because He reigns, 
the future is secure. The ship is moving forward, even when you cannot 
see the shore. 

Passengers don’t need to understand navigation to trust a captain. They 
trust because the captain knows where they’re going. New believers 
often feel uneasy because so much still feels unfamiliar. Scripture can 
feel confusing. Obedience can feel unclear. God’s timing can feel slow. 
But faith is not built on understanding every decision. It is built on 
trusting the One making them. Jesus does not ask you to steer. He asks 
you to stay with Him. 

When you trust the captain, obedience changes meaning. It is no longer 
about control, pressure, or fear. It becomes an expression of confidence. 
You follow Jesus not because you are afraid of His authority, but 
because you trust His leadership. A good captain does not demand 
loyalty through threats. He earns it through faithfulness. Jesus has 
already shown His faithfulness—most clearly at the cross and the empty 
tomb. 

Even so, faith can still feel unstable at times. Circumstances shift. 
Emotions rise and fall. Questions resurface. But the ship is not adrift. 
Jesus reigns now. He remains present. He is guiding history toward 
restoration. Your life is not an accident inside the story, and you are not 
at the mercy of chaos. You are aboard a ship with a steady Captain. 

You do not need to manage everything. You do not need to see the 
whole map. You do not need to control the outcome. You are invited to 
trust. Jesus is not just nearby. He is in charge—and He is good. 

In the next chapter, we’ll talk about what it means to live from this 
reality: to walk through daily life as a citizen of a Kingdom already ruled 
by a faithful King. For now, rest here. The Captain is at the helm. 

 

Scripture to Sit With 

Matthew 28:18 

https://lastdaysliving.com/
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Colossians 1:15–18 

Philippians 2:9–11 

Revelation 19:16 
As you read, consider what it means that Jesus holds all authority. His 
kingship is not a threat—it is a source of safety and trust.  

https://lastdaysliving.com/
https://www.esv.org/Colossians+1+15/
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Chapter 4 

What It Means to “Live From There” 

 

 

Have you ever lived somewhere that wasn’t truly home? Maybe it was 
for school, work, or a particular season of life. You learned how things 
worked. You adapted to the culture. You respected the laws and 
customs of the place you were living. And yet, beneath all of that 
adjustment, you still knew where you belonged. Your sense of home 
didn’t disappear just because your address changed. 

You carried your home country with you. Your passport didn’t change 
simply because you lived somewhere else. That picture helps explain 
what it means to follow Jesus now. 

When you trusted Jesus, something real changed. You didn’t leave the 
world or step out of daily life. You didn’t escape responsibility or 
ordinary routines. But your citizenship changed. Scripture describes 
believers as citizens of God’s Kingdom—people who belong to heaven 
while still living on earth. That means you live here while belonging 
there. You are not pretending. You are not confused. You are not stuck 
in between. You belong to God’s Kingdom now. 

That order matters, because belonging always comes before behavior. 
When someone moves abroad, they don’t earn citizenship by behaving 
perfectly. Citizenship comes first, and learning the culture follows. The 
same is true in the Kingdom of God. You do not follow Jesus in order 
to belong. You follow Jesus because you already belong. When that 
order gets reversed, faith quickly becomes exhausting. People begin 
treating faith like an application process instead of a settled status. But 
Jesus has already welcomed you. Your place is secure. Living faithfully is 
not about earning approval; it is about learning how to live as who you 
already are. 
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Learning a new way of life takes time. Anyone who has lived abroad 
understands this. You notice differences in what people value, how they 
speak, and what matters most to them. At first, things can feel awkward. 
You make mistakes. You misunderstand expectations. None of that 
means you don’t belong. It means you’re learning. Christian growth 
works the same way. Following Jesus involves learning the ways of a 
Kingdom that does not fully match the culture around you. That 
learning happens slowly, through practice and grace. God does not rush 
this process. 

At times, living abroad can feel uncomfortable. You may feel out of 
place, or notice that your values don’t always align with those around 
you. That tension is not a failure of faith. It is evidence of citizenship. 
You live respectfully and faithfully where you are, but your deepest 
loyalty belongs elsewhere. Your hope, identity, and future come from 
your true home. When this perspective settles in, it brings clarity without 
arrogance and faithfulness without withdrawal. 

Citizens living abroad represent their home country whether they intend 
to or not. Representation is not primarily about speeches or 
announcements. It’s about presence and character. As a citizen of 
heaven, you represent God’s Kingdom in ordinary ways—through how 
you treat people, how you handle conflict, and how you live with 
integrity. You don’t need to perform or constantly explain yourself. You 
live faithfully, and that faithfulness speaks. 

Living abroad does not mean your life is on hold. You build 
relationships. You contribute meaningfully. You live fully where you are. 
In the same way, following Jesus is not about waiting to leave earth 
someday. It is about living well now as a citizen of God’s Kingdom. 
God is restoring the world. Jesus reigns now. Your life matters here. 

You don’t have to prove where you belong. You don’t have to earn your 
place or blend in perfectly. Your citizenship has already been granted. 
You live here. You belong there. And you live from that reality every 
day. 
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In the next chapter, we’ll talk about what actually changed when you 
trusted Jesus—and why salvation is real even when it doesn’t feel 
dramatic. For now, rest in this truth: you know where home is. 

 

Scripture to Sit With 

Philippians 3:20 

Colossians 3:1–3 

Ephesians 2:19 

2 Corinthians 5:20 

These verses remind you where you belong. Read them slowly and let 
your identity settle before thinking about behavior. 
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Chapter 5 

What Changed When You Trusted Jesus 

 

 

When a child is legally adopted, something decisive happens. A judge 
signs papers, a name is entered into official records, and a family is 
changed permanently. The child may not understand everything right 
away. They may still feel unsure or even struggle to believe it’s real. But 
whether the emotions catch up or not, the legal status is settled. The 
adoption has taken place. 

That picture helps explain what happened when you trusted Jesus. 

Salvation is not a mood or a temporary emotional experience. It is not 
defined by how strongly you felt something in the moment. When you 
trusted Jesus, God acted. You were forgiven. You were given new life. 
You were welcomed into God’s family. Like legal adoption, this change 
is real even if it didn’t feel dramatic. Some people experience a powerful 
emotional shift when they come to faith, and others don’t. Both are 
normal. What matters most is not how it felt, but what God did. 

Adoption also helps us understand an important order that faith 
depends on: belonging comes before behavior. Adopted children do not 
earn their place in a family. They don’t perform well to stay. They don’t 
behave perfectly to belong. They are chosen and welcomed first. The 
same is true in God’s family. You belong because God chose you. Your 
place is secure. Your relationship with Him does not rest on your 
performance. Obedience now flows from safety, not fear. 
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At the moment you trusted Jesus, several things changed immediately.  

• Your sins were forgiven.  
• Your relationship with God was restored.  
• Your identity was made new.  
• Your future became secure.  

These are not gradual changes or provisional promises. Just as adoption 
papers do not slowly become valid over time, your salvation is not 
something God is “trying out.” He receives you fully. What God 
declares settled is truly settled. 

At the same time, adoption changes status, not maturity. A newly 
adopted child still needs time to trust, space to grow, and patience to 
learn. The same is true for new believers. Habits often take time to 
change. Understanding grows slowly. Confidence develops over seasons, 
not overnight. None of this threatens your belonging. You are learning 
how to live as who you already are. 

This is why feelings can sometimes lag behind truth. An adopted child 
may still fear being sent away. They may test boundaries or struggle to 
believe love is permanent. God understands this about us. He is patient 
with your questions. He remains steady when your confidence wavers. 
He does not regret choosing you. Your security rests on His decision, 
not your certainty. 

If you ever find yourself wondering whether you truly trusted Jesus, or 
feeling uncertain about what that moment meant, there is an appendix at 
the back of this book that speaks directly to that question. You don’t 
need to read it now—but it’s there if you need reassurance or clarity 
along the way. 

God is not evaluating you to see if you deserve to stay. Families raise 
children; they do not constantly test whether they should remain part of 
the family. God is forming you with care. Correction is part of love. 
Growth is part of family life. Neither threatens adoption. You are being 
shaped, not scored. 
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Everything changes when you learn to live from adoption instead of 
toward it. You pray because you belong. You obey because you trust. 
You grow because you are loved. Faith begins to feel less like pressure 
and more like relationship. The foundation is no longer fear of loss, but 
confidence in God’s commitment. 

You don’t need to prove that you belong. You don’t need to fear being 
removed. You don’t need to rush your growth. You have been adopted. 
Your place is secure. You are home. 

This security does not make faith passive or indifferent—over time, a 
life rooted in Christ begins to show signs of that life through love, 
perseverance, and growth, even when imperfect. 

In the next chapter, we’ll talk about grace when you mess up, and why 
failure does not undo what God has already made official. For now, rest 
here. The papers are signed. 

 

Scripture to Sit With 

Romans 8:15–17 

Ephesians 1:4–5 

2 Corinthians 5:17 

John 1:12 

Notice how clearly Scripture speaks about belonging. Adoption is not 
gradual—your place in God’s family is already secure.   
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Chapter 6 

Grace When You Mess Up 

 

 

When a child learns to walk, falling is part of the process. No loving 
parent panics at the first stumble, declares the child a failure, or sends 
them back to the crib. Falling doesn’t mean learning has stopped. It 
means learning is happening. That simple picture matters deeply when 
we talk about grace. 

Many new believers are surprised by how heavy failure can feel. They 
expected faith to remove struggle, hoped temptation would fade, and 
assumed growth would feel smoother than it does. So when they mess 
up, fear creeps in almost immediately. Did I ruin everything? Is God 
disappointed with me? Am I doing this wrong? Those questions don’t 
usually come from Scripture. They grow out of a misunderstanding of 
grace. 

Sin is often explained as breaking rules, but at its core it is more 
relational than procedural. Sin is choosing something other than trust in 
God. It’s stepping off the path He sets because another option looks 
easier, safer, or more appealing in the moment. That choice still matters. 
Sin still damages trust and relationships. But it does not erase adoption. 
A child who falls while learning to walk has not stopped being a child. 

This is why grace is not something you lose the moment you stumble. If 
grace only worked when you succeeded, it would never work at all. God 
knew your weaknesses before He chose you. He did not adopt you 
under false expectations or with unrealistic assumptions. Grace is sturdy. 
It is patient. It holds you while you learn. 

Sometimes the hardest part is not failing once, but failing in familiar 
ways. You may notice the same temptation returning, the same weakness 
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resurfacing, or the same habit taking longer to change than you hoped. 
That can make you wonder whether grace is wearing thin or whether 
God is growing tired of you. 

Scripture gives us a reassuring answer. Even the apostle Paul—one of 
the most faithful and mature believers—described a persistent struggle 
he called a “thorn in the flesh.” He asked God repeatedly to remove it. 
God did not. Instead, He told Paul, “My grace is sufficient for you, for 
my power is made perfect in weakness.” Paul did not remain stuck, but 
he did learn that ongoing weakness did not disqualify him from God’s 
love or usefulness. 

This matters because repeated struggle does not mean grace has failed. It 
often means growth is happening more slowly and deeply than we 
would choose. God is not surprised by patterns that take time to change. 
He is not measuring your progress by how quickly a struggle disappears, 
but by whether you keep returning to Him in trust. 

Returning to God does not mean excusing sin or remaining 
unchanged—it means coming honestly into His light, where grace 
restores and truth reshapes us. 

Grace is not permission to stay where you are—but it is patience while 
you learn to walk more steadily. God works faithfully in places where 
change comes slowly, and His commitment to you does not depend on 
how quickly you overcome every weakness. 

Because of that, repentance is better understood as returning, not 
restarting. When a child falls, the goal is not punishment but standing 
back up. Repentance works the same way. It is not groveling, self-
punishment, or starting over from nothing. Repentance is returning to 
trust. You turn back toward God, receive forgiveness, and keep walking. 
The relationship was not canceled. It was momentarily strained, and 
now it is restored. 

Parents aren’t shocked when toddlers fall. They expect it as part of 
learning. God is not shocked by your struggle either. He knows where 
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you are weak. He understands how growth works. He stays near when 
you fall. Correction may come, and guidance may come, but rejection 
does not. 

Learning to walk takes time. Some days feel steady, and other days feel 
clumsy. Progress is not measured by never falling but by getting back up 
and continuing forward. Over time, balance improves, strength grows, 
and confidence forms. Faith grows the same way. Grace does not 
remove effort—it removes fear. 

When fear takes over, walking eventually stops. Grace frees you from 
that fear. It allows you to be honest about failure, to confess without 
hiding, and to grow without pretending. God’s love does not hang on 
your performance. 

You are not dismissed for stumbling. You are not sent away for falling. 
You are not disqualified for weakness. You are learning to walk. God is 
patient, and grace is steady. 

In the next chapter, we’ll talk about learning to trust Jesus day by day, 
and why faith grows through small, ordinary steps. For now, rest here. 
You are still on your feet. 

 

Scripture to Sit With 

1 John 1:7–9 

Proverbs 24:16 

Psalm 103:8–13 

Romans 8:1 

Read these passages with honesty. God’s grace is not fragile, and failure 
does not end the relationship.    
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Chapter 7 

Learning to Trust Jesus Day by Day 

 

 

Learning to drive can be nerve-racking. Your hands grip the wheel a 
little too tightly, your eyes dart to every mirror, and you second-guess 
each decision. Everything feels high-stakes because you’re keenly aware 
of how much you don’t yet know. But sitting beside you is an instructor 
who understands the road. They see what you can’t, guide when needed, 
and remain calm when you hesitate. That picture helps explain what it 
looks like to learn to trust Jesus. 

New drivers don’t begin with confidence; they begin with trust. They 
trust the instructor to correct gently, intervene when necessary, and keep 
the lesson moving forward. Faith works the same way. You don’t start 
by knowing what to do in every situation. You start by trusting the One 
who is guiding you. Jesus does not expect instant mastery. He invites 
daily learning, knowing that trust grows through experience rather than 
expertise. 

Many believers assume obedience means trying harder without guidance, 
as if faith is mainly about effort. But obedience is closer to listening than 
striving. A driving instructor gives direction moment by moment—slow 
down, watch the turn, check the mirror. The goal isn’t perfection; it’s 
awareness and response. Jesus leads in the same way. Obedience 
becomes trusting His direction, even when you don’t yet understand the 
road ahead. 

Mistakes are part of learning. New drivers stall the car, miss turns, and 
brake too late. A good instructor doesn’t end the lesson because of these 
missteps. They correct and continue. God works with the same patience. 
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He does not cancel your growth because of mistakes. He adjusts, 
teaches, and keeps walking with you. Grace stays in the passenger seat. 

Real learning doesn’t happen forever in empty parking lots. Eventually, 
you drive on real roads with traffic, weather, and distractions. Faith 
grows the same way. Trust develops in daily life—through decisions at 
work, conversations at home, and moments of stress. God doesn’t wait 
for perfect conditions to teach you. He forms trust as you go. 

Confidence builds through repetition. Each lesson adds skill, each mile 
increases awareness, and each correction shapes judgment. Faith grows 
through small, repeated choices to trust Jesus—not through dramatic 
moments or spiritual intensity, but through steady learning over time. 

Even when new drivers eventually begin driving on their own, they carry 
what they’ve learned with them. The instructor’s voice stays present, 
shaping how they respond. Jesus promises something better. He remains 
present, continues guiding, and does not step away. You are never 
practicing faith on your own. 

No one learns to drive in a day. Confidence comes slowly, fear fades 
gradually, and skill develops over time. Faith grows the same way. God 
is patient, steady, and unhurried. 

You don’t need to rush your growth, prove your skill, or compare your 
progress to others. You are learning, Jesus is guiding, and trust is 
growing. 

In the next chapter, we’ll talk about what it really means to live as an 
ambassador, and why faithfulness begins with how you represent the 
Kingdom, not just what you say. For now, keep your hands on the 
wheel. The Instructor is with you. 

 

Scripture to Sit With 

Proverbs 3:5–6 
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John 15:4–5 

Galatians 2:20 

Psalm 37:23–24 

As you read, notice how trust grows through daily dependence. Faith is 
learned one step at a time. 
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Chapter 8 

What an Ambassador Really Is 

 

 

Have you ever noticed someone wearing a uniform outside of work—a 
firefighter at the grocery store, a nurse grabbing coffee, a soldier 
traveling home? They are not on duty in that moment. They are not 
giving orders or performing their job. And yet, the uniform still 
communicates something quietly and clearly. It tells you who they 
represent. That image helps us understand what it means to live as an 
ambassador of Jesus. 

When people hear the word ambassador, they often imagine speeches, 
debates, or formal public moments. But real ambassadors represent long 
before they speak. They carry the identity of their home country 
wherever they go. Their presence matters, and their conduct matters. 
Following Jesus works the same way. You do not represent Him only in 
obvious or official moments. You represent Him in ordinary ones as 
well. The uniform is still on, even when you are off the job. 

A uniform does not force someone to act well, but it does remind them 
who they are and who they serve. In the same way, being an ambassador 
of Jesus shapes how you move through the world. How you treat people 
matters. How you respond under pressure matters. How you handle 
conflict matters—not because you are trying to earn approval, but 
because you already belong to a Kingdom ruled by a good King. Over 
time, your life becomes a quiet testimony to where your loyalty lies. 
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Wearing a uniform off the job does not mean stopping strangers to 
explain your role. It simply means living in a way that reflects it. As a 
follower of Jesus, you do not need to force conversations about faith or 
feel pressure to perform. Faithful presence often speaks louder than 
words. People notice kindness, integrity, and patience long before they 
listen to explanations. These ordinary qualities point to something 
deeper. 

Over time, something else often begins to happen. When you come to 
trust a King who has been so good to you—who gave everything for 
you—your heart slowly begins to want what He wants. There is no 
pressure in this, and no urgency attached to it. You simply find that 
what matters to Him starts to matter to you. 

In those moments, speaking about Jesus doesn’t feel like a responsibility 
you’re trying to fulfill. It feels more like sharing something that has been 
good and real in your own life. The way you might tell a friend about a 
place that changed you—not because you rehearsed what to say, but 
because it mattered. In the same way, faithfulness and witness grow out 
of gratitude and trust, not obligation. 

Most of life happens in ordinary places—at work, at school, at home, 
and in neighborhoods. Ambassadors do not wait for special 
assignments. They represent wherever they are placed. That means your 
everyday faithfulness matters to God. Showing up honestly, loving 
consistently, and choosing integrity are not small acts. They reflect the 
Kingdom you belong to in quiet but powerful ways. 

At times, wearing a uniform off the job can feel awkward. People may 
ask questions, make assumptions, or misunderstand your intentions. 
That discomfort does not mean you are doing something wrong. Often, 
it simply means your identity is visible. You can remain respectful, 
steady, and calm without needing to defend yourself or withdraw. 

Uniforms do not make people perfect; they identify who someone 
serves. In the same way, being an ambassador of Jesus does not mean 
you will never make mistakes. You will still have hard days, and you will 
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still grow over time. Representation is not about flawlessness—it is 
about faithfulness. Grace covers your missteps as you learn how to live 
out who you already are. 

Living as an ambassador is not about constant self-monitoring or 
pressure. Wearing a uniform off the job does not create panic; it creates 
awareness. In the same way, remembering who you represent gently 
shapes your choices. Awareness replaces anxiety, and identity guides 
action. 

You are not required to perform. You are not responsible for outcomes. 
You are not pressured to convince anyone. You belong to Jesus, and 
you represent Him wherever you go. Faithful presence pleases Him. 

In the next chapter, we’ll talk about growing without performing, and 
why real growth comes from life, not effort. For now, live simply. The 
uniform is already on. 

 

Scripture to Sit With 

2 Corinthians 5:18–20 

Matthew 5:14–16 

Colossians 4:5–6 

1 Peter 2:12 

Let these verses shape how you see your everyday life. Representation 
begins with presence, not performance.   
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Chapter 9 

Growing Without Performing 

 

 

A healthy tree does not strain to produce fruit. It does not wake up 
every morning trying harder, compare itself to the trees around it, or 
panic when fruit does not appear right away. It simply grows. And in the 
right season, fruit appears. That picture helps us understand how 
Christian growth really works. 

Many new believers genuinely want to grow, but they are not always sure 
how. They hear about prayer, Scripture, and obedience, and they try to 
do the right things. When change feels slow, frustration can creep in, 
and questions begin to surface. Am I doing enough? Why don’t I feel 
more mature? What if I’m growing the wrong way? These questions 
usually do not come from a lack of sincerity. They come from 
misunderstanding how growth happens. 

Fruit does not make a tree alive; life makes fruit possible. The same is 
true in faith. You do not grow to prove that you belong. You grow 
because you already belong. Spiritual growth is not about effort first—it 
is about life first. God has already given you new life in Christ, and 
growth flows naturally from that gift. 

Trees also do not bear fruit all the time. There are seasons of rooting, 
waiting, and weathering storms, and fruit appears when the time is right. 
Faith grows in seasons as well. Some seasons feel quiet, some feel slow, 
and some feel unproductive. That does not mean nothing is happening. 
Roots grow underground long before fruit ever appears above the 
surface. 

Comparison often slows growth. No two trees grow at the same pace. 
They have different soil, different conditions, and different seasons. 
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When believers compare themselves to others, discouragement and 
impatience often follow, and growth turns into performance. But God is 
not growing a forest of identical trees. He is patiently forming each life 
according to His care and timing. 

Spiritual practices are not tools for forcing growth. Prayer, Scripture, 
and community are nourishment. Water does not shout at a tree to 
grow, and sunlight does not demand results. They simply provide what 
life needs. These practices place you where God can nourish what He 
has already planted. 

As you rest in Jesus, His Spirit is already at work in you. Growth does 
not come from striving harder, but from staying connected to the life 
He gives. Over time, the Spirit quietly produces fruit—love, patience, 
self-control—not perfectly, but steadily. This fruit is evidence of life, not 
proof of effort. 

Growth in Christ is not passive—God works powerfully within us, and 
we respond with trust, obedience, and participation, knowing that even 
our effort is empowered by His Spirit. 

God also gives His people shepherds along the way. Pastors and leaders 
are not placed in your life to keep score or apply pressure, but to help 
you stay oriented to Scripture and walk faithfully as you grow. Like a 
coach walking beside you, they point you back to truth, encourage what 
is taking root, and help you learn when growth feels slow. This, too, is 
part of God’s grace at work in you. 

Fruit is ultimately God’s work, not yours. You cannot force it to appear. 
What you can do is remain rooted, receive nourishment, and stay 
patient. Love, patience, faithfulness, and self-control are not 
manufactured traits; they are fruit produced by God’s work in you. That 
truth frees you from pressure. 

When growth feels slow, it does not mean growth has failed. Some of 
the strongest trees grow slowly, developing deep roots that help them 
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withstand storms. God is more concerned with depth than speed. You 
are not behind, stalled, or disappointing Him. You are growing. 

You do not need to force change, rush results, or perform growth. You 
are alive in Christ, God is at work, and fruit will come in season. 

In the next chapter, we’ll talk about faith in everyday places—work, 
school, and home—and why ordinary faithfulness is real faith. For now, 
rest. The tree is growing. 

 

Scripture to Sit With 

Galatians 5:22–23 

John 15:8 

Philippians 1:6 

Psalm 1:1–3 

Pay attention to how God describes growth. Fruit comes from life, not 
effort, and God is faithful to finish His work in you.   
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Chapter 10 

Faith at Work, School, and Home 

 

 

Imagine carrying a steady light with you as you walk through a house at 
night. You don’t change the light for each room, turn it up dramatically 
in one place, or dim it in another. You simply carry the same light 
wherever you go. That image helps explain what it looks like to live out 
your faith in everyday life. 

Life moves through many rooms—work or school, home, friendships, 
and public spaces—and each one comes with its own expectations and 
pressures. It can feel tempting to adjust who you are depending on 
where you are, as if faith needs to be reshaped to fit each setting. But 
Christian faith is not meant to change brightness from room to room. 
The same faith goes with you everywhere because the same King reigns 
over every space you enter. 

Integrity is often misunderstood as perfection, but it is really about 
consistency. It means being the same person in every setting. A steady 
light does not draw attention to itself; it simply makes things visible. In 
the same way, faith expressed through integrity is usually quiet. It shows 
up in honesty when no one is watching, kindness without recognition, 
and patience under pressure. These small, ordinary choices matter more 
than they often feel. 

Work and school can be places where faith feels awkward. You may 
wonder when to speak, when to stay quiet, or whether it would be easier 
to hide what you believe. Carrying a steady light does not mean forcing 
conversations or drawing lines unnecessarily. It means working with 
honesty, treating people with respect, and handling responsibility 
faithfully. The light shines without being loud. 
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Home is often the hardest place to live faithfully. The people closest to 
you know your weaknesses, see your impatience, and notice 
inconsistency more clearly than anyone else. But the same light belongs 
here too. Faith at home looks like listening when it would be easier to 
defend yourself, apologizing when you are wrong, and showing grace in 
ordinary moments. These quiet acts carry real weight. 

Some rooms feel darker than others. You may feel misunderstood, 
uncomfortable, or pressured to dim the light so you do not stand out. 
But a steady light does not fight the darkness; it simply remains. Your 
presence matters more than you realize, even when it feels unnoticed. 

Following a King this good sometimes means choosing His way when 
the world’s way looks easier. Not because you are trying to prove 
anything, but because your loyalty has already shifted. Like an 
ambassador who belongs to another country, you don’t stop living 
where you are—but you no longer let the surrounding culture decide 
what matters most. 

Jesus never hid that there can be a cost to following Him. At times, it 
may mean being misunderstood, choosing integrity when it’s 
inconvenient, or letting go of something that once felt important. But 
He never asks you to walk that road alone. He walks with you, carries 
what is heavy, and gives a kind of life that is deeper and freer than what 
the world offers. What you receive with Him is not smaller—it is better. 

You do not need to become someone different depending on where you 
are. Faith does not require performance or constant explanation. You 
live consistently, and God works through that steadiness over time. 

Most faith is lived quietly. There are no stages, no applause, and no 
dramatic moments. Yet God sees it all. Ordinary faithfulness is real 
faith, and the steady light you carry reflects the life God is growing in 
you. 
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You do not need to force visibility, control outcomes, or impress 
anyone. Carry the same faith wherever you go. Let it remain steady, and 
trust God with the results. 

In the next chapter, we’ll talk about what God is doing with the world, 
and why restoration—not escape—is the future He promises. For now, 
walk on. The light is enough. 

 

Scripture to Sit With 

Colossians 3:17 

Micah 6:8 

Matthew 5:16 

Titus 2:7–8 

Read these verses with your daily routines in mind. Ordinary faithfulness 
is real faith, and God sees it all. 
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Chapter 11 

What God Is Doing With the World 

 

 

Fire can destroy, but it can also purify. A refiner uses fire not to ruin 
what is valuable, but to remove what does not belong. Heat separates 
what is pure from what is corrupt, and what remains is stronger, cleaner, 
and exactly what the refiner intended. That image helps us understand 
what God is doing with the world—not abandoning it, but preparing it. 

When we look around, the brokenness of the world is hard to miss. 
Violence, corruption, decay, and injustice surround us. Scripture does 
not minimize these realities, and God does not excuse them. He does 
not promise to leave them untouched. God takes sin seriously. He takes 
corruption seriously. He takes rebellion seriously. Judgment is real, and 
the Bible never pretends otherwise. 

This is where the image of fire becomes important. Scripture speaks 
clearly about fire as something that tests, exposes, and removes what 
cannot remain. This language is not accidental. Fire represents God’s 
judgment on everything sin has twisted and damaged. But judgment is 
not chaos. A refiner controls the fire carefully. The goal is not 
destruction for its own sake, but purification. God does not burn 
because He has lost control. He burns because He intends to cleanse. 

It’s important to understand that judgment and renewal are not 
opposing actions in God’s plan. They are not two different responses 
pulling in opposite directions. Judgment is the necessary clearing away 
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of what corrupts and destroys, while renewal is the restoration of what 
God loves. The same fire that removes what does not belong prepares 
the way for what will endure. In God’s hands, judgment is not the 
enemy of renewal—it is the means by which renewal becomes possible. 

Fire does not erase what God created good. It removes what does not 
belong—sin, corruption, death, and everything that stands opposed to 
God’s Kingdom. What came from rebellion cannot remain. What came 
from God will endure. The fire is severe, but it is purposeful. Nothing is 
wasted, and nothing truly valuable is lost. 

Scripture promises a new heaven and a new earth not because God 
failed the first time, but because He will finish what sin disrupted. Just as 
our future resurrection is not replacement but transformation, creation 
itself will be renewed after judgment. Nothing impure remains. Nothing 
broken continues. Nothing opposed to God survives. What remains is 
restored to God’s original intent. 

Jesus stands at the center of all of this. He is not only the Savior of 
people; He is the center of God’s entire plan. Through His death, 
judgment fell on sin. Through His resurrection, new life began. The 
future fire does not contradict the cross—it completes what the cross 
secured. Because Jesus lives, judgment has purpose, renewal is certain, 
and hope is grounded. 

We live in the space between judgment and renewal. Brokenness is real, 
and restoration is promised. That reality shapes how we live. We do not 
deny what is wrong with the world, and we do not excuse sin. But we 
also do not despair. We live with clarity and hope, trusting that God will 
deal fully with what is wrong and restore what is right. 

For those who belong to Jesus, judgment is not a threat. It is the 
removal of everything that harms. God is not destroying goodness; He 
is protecting it. The fire prepares the way for a world where death is 
gone, corruption is finished, and God dwells fully with His people. 
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You are not asked to fix the world. You are not asked to predict the 
process. You are asked to trust the Refiner. God knows what must be 
removed. God knows what will remain. God knows how to finish what 
He began. 

In the next chapter, we’ll look at the coming Kingdom of Jesus, when 
purification gives way to full restoration. For now, rest here. The fire is 
not out of control. 

Scripture to Sit With 

Romans 8:18–23 

2 Peter 3:10–13 

Malachi 3:2–3 

Revelation 21:1–5 

These passages hold judgment and hope together. God is removing 
what does not belong and renewing what He loves.   
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Chapter 12 

The Coming Kingdom of Jesus 

 

 

There are moments in history when people long for the return of a 
rightful ruler—not someone grasping for power or seeking control, but 
someone whose presence would finally set things right. Scripture invites 
us to think about the return of Jesus in this way, not as a threat or 
disruption, but as the long-awaited arrival of the One to whom 
everything truly belongs. 

When Jesus came the first time, He did not arrive to take a throne. He 
came quietly, serving rather than ruling, healing rather than 
commanding, and ultimately giving His life. Yet the Bible is clear that 
this was not the end of His story. Jesus will return—not hidden, 
rejected, or misunderstood, but revealed openly as King. This is not a 
change in who He is; it is the full unveiling of who He has always been. 
The One who created all things will stand in rightful authority over 
them, and the One who once wore a crown of thorns will be revealed in 
glory. 

For many people today, the idea of a king feels distant or 
uncomfortable. We are shaped by elected leaders, limited authority, and 
temporary power. When Scripture speaks of a King, however, it is not 
pointing us toward human systems that fail. It is revealing perfect 
authority exercised with perfect love. Jesus does not rule because He 
seized power. He rules because everything already belongs to Him. His 
authority is not cold or detached; it is personal, sacrificial, and deeply 
good. 

One way to understand this is to picture a founder returning to restore 
what was damaged. The one who designed something knows what it 
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was meant to be. The one who created it understands how it should 
function. Jesus returns not as a stranger stepping into chaos, but as the 
rightful Owner restoring what sin corrupted according to His original 
design. This is the heart of His kingship—not domination, but renewal. 

When the rightful King returns, He brings His Kingdom with Him. 
Scripture gives us descriptions of that Kingdom, not to satisfy curiosity 
or invite speculation, but to awaken awe. We are told of a city radiant 
with God’s glory, foundations adorned with precious stones, gates 
formed from single pearls, and streets described as pure gold, clear like 
glass. We are told of light that does not come from the sun or a lamp, 
because God Himself is its light. These are not the details of a poor or 
reluctant God. They speak of abundance, beauty, and intentional 
generosity. God does not prepare a small or spare future for His people. 
He prepares a glorious one. 

These descriptions matter, not because they provide blueprints, but 
because they reveal God’s heart. They tell us that God delights in 
beauty, that He is not limited in generosity, and that He prepares with 
care and intention. For those who choose to restore their relationship 
with Him through Jesus, nothing is lacking, nothing is neglected, and 
nothing is withheld. God’s love has no limits for those who belong to 
His Kingdom. 

And yet, Scripture never allows us to stop with the details. As 
breathtaking as gold, gems, and radiant light may be, they are not the 
point. The most stunning truth about heaven is not what it is made of, 
but who is there. The glory of the Kingdom exists because the King 
Himself is present. 

Scripture tells us that God will dwell with His people—not at a distance, 
not behind barriers, but fully present. Every beauty in heaven reflects 
Him. Every light flows from His presence. Compared to being with 
Jesus, even streets of gold fade into the background. The greatest joy of 
the future is not comfort or abundance, but closeness. 

https://lastdaysliving.com/


40 

Ambassadors of Heaven | Duane C. White | LastDaysLiving.com 

When the rightful King returns, injustice ends, corruption is removed, 
and death is defeated. At the same time, tears are wiped away, pain is 
healed, and what was lost is restored. Nothing good is discarded, and 
nothing evil remains. This is the Kingdom Jesus brings. 

For those who trust Jesus, His return is not something to fear. It is 
relief, rescue, and fulfillment. The King does not return to crush His 
people; He returns to gather them. 

When people know that a King like this is coming, they live differently. 
They endure hardship with hope, live faithfully without panic, and hold 
loosely to what will not last. We are not guessing about the future. We 
are waiting for it. 

You do not need to imagine every detail or solve every mystery. The 
rightful King is returning. His Kingdom will be glorious—and even that 
glory will pale beside His presence. 

In the next chapter, we’ll talk about how this hope changes the way you 
live today, and why confidence in the future gives strength for faithful, 
ordinary life now. For now, let your heart rest in awe. The King is 
coming back, and He is more beautiful than anything He brings. 

 

Scripture to Sit With 

Revelation 21:22–27 

Revelation 22:1–5 

Isaiah 9:6–7 

Hebrews 12:28 

Let the beauty of these descriptions lead you to worship. As glorious as 
the Kingdom is, remember that the King Himself is the greatest joy.   
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Chapter 13 

Why Hope Changes How You Live 

 

 

Anyone who has trained for a race knows how much a clear finish line 
matters. When you know where the race ends, you don’t just run 
harder—you run differently. You pace yourself with intention, endure 
discomfort with purpose, and keep going even when the effort feels 
heavy. The finish line gives meaning to the struggle, and that is exactly 
what Christian hope does for faith. 

Christian hope is not vague optimism or wishful thinking about the 
future. It is confidence about where the story is going. You are not 
running without direction, and you are not enduring without purpose. 
Jesus has promised a real future, and that promise quietly reshapes how 
you live now. Without a finish line, effort eventually feels pointless. 
With one, even hardship begins to make sense. 

Runners don’t panic when the race gets difficult, because difficulty is 
expected. They trained for effort and knew discomfort would come. 
Hope works the same way in the Christian life. When you trust the 
future Jesus has promised, you don’t panic under pressure or give up at 
the first obstacle. You don’t lose heart when progress feels slow, 
because courage grows from knowing the outcome is secure. 

Much of the Christian life feels unseen. Quiet obedience, private 
integrity, and faithfulness when no one is watching rarely draw attention. 
Without hope, those things can start to feel wasted. But Jesus teaches us 
otherwise. He reminds His followers that what is done in faith is always 
seen, even when it feels ordinary. Nothing offered to God in love is 
ignored, and hope anchors you to that truth. 
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Disappointment is one of the places where hope is tested most. 
Sometimes you do what feels right, stay faithful, and still don’t see the 
outcome you hoped for. A relationship doesn’t heal. A prayer seems 
unanswered. An opportunity closes instead of opening. In those 
moments, it can feel like the effort didn’t matter. 

Hope reminds you that faithfulness is never wasted, even when results 
are delayed or different than expected. The finish line gives meaning to 
obedience that didn’t produce immediate success. What feels like loss 
now may still be part of a story that is not finished yet. 

Athletes don’t train for a single moment—they train for the finish. Their 
choices in the present are shaped by what will matter in the end. 
Believers live the same way, not by striving harder or trying to prove 
devotion, but by living intentionally. You choose love when it costs, 
integrity when it’s inconvenient, and faithfulness when results are 
slow—not to earn belonging, but because you already belong. 

Jesus spoke about storing up treasures in heaven, and this idea is often 
misunderstood. He was not describing a system of earning salvation, 
comparing achievements, or keeping score. Salvation is a gift, and 
belonging is secure. Treasures in heaven are better understood as Jesus’ 
recognition of love expressed through faith. They are His way of telling 
us that He sees, He remembers, and nothing offered in faith is wasted. 

These treasures are not status or power, and they are not meant to be 
clung to. Scripture presents them as acts of love, endurance through 
difficulty, obedience offered freely, and faith lived quietly. And it also 
gives us a beautiful picture of what happens next. These recognitions are 
not held tightly or displayed proudly. They are returned gladly, laid at 
Jesus’ feet—not as trophies, but as gratitude. 

Every runner who finishes a meaningful race knows the moment they 
are running toward. It isn’t the medal or the applause. It’s the person 
they ran for. Sometimes it’s a parent who sacrificed so the training could 
happen, who encouraged them when quitting felt easier, and whose 
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support made the race possible in the first place. The finish line matters 
because of who is standing there. 

Jesus once described the end of the journey with simple words: “Well 
done, good and faithful servant.” Notice what He celebrates—not 
speed, comparison, or perfection, but faithfulness. This is not the voice 
of a distant judge; it is the voice of a King who walked with you the 
whole way. He is the One who gave you life, carried you when you were 
weak, and made the race possible at all. To hear His affirmation is not 
the end of gratitude—it is the beginning of it. In that moment, the only 
response that makes sense is to give everything back to Him: every step, 
every act of faith, every quiet choice to keep going. All of it belongs to 
Him. 

Knowing the finish line changes how you run. You don’t sprint 
constantly or quit early, and you stop measuring yourself against other 
runners. You run your race steadily, faithfully, and with trust. Hope 
removes urgency driven by fear and replaces it with endurance shaped 
by confidence. 

Most training happens far from the finish line, in daily routines, small 
disciplines, and quiet choices. Most faithfulness looks the same way, and 
God delights in it. Nothing done in faith is wasted, and nothing offered 
in love is forgotten. 

You don’t need to prove your devotion, fear falling behind, or compare 
your pace. The race has an end, Jesus is waiting there, and the finish line 
is secure. Hope gives strength for today because the future is certain. 

In the next chapter, we’ll talk about what happens when the feelings 
fade—and why steady faith matters more than intensity. For now, keep 
going. You know who you’re running toward. 

 

Scripture to Sit With 

Hebrews 12:1–2 
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Matthew 6:19–21 

1 Corinthians 15:58 

2 Timothy 4:7–8 

Read these verses with the finish line in mind. Faithfulness matters 
because Jesus sees—and He is waiting there with joy. 
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Chapter 14 

When the Feelings Fade 

 

 

Every wedding day is filled with joy. There is celebration, clarity, and a 
sense that everything is new. Love feels strong and obvious, and 
commitment feels easy to name. But no one expects a marriage to be 
sustained by the wedding day alone. Marriage begins with a moment, but 
it is formed over a lifetime. Faith works the same way. 

Many people come to faith through a powerful experience. They feel 
peace, relief, joy, and certainty. Following Jesus feels clear and 
uncomplicated, as though everything suddenly makes sense. That 
moment matters, and God is not dismissive of it. But just as no marriage 
is sustained by the emotions of a wedding day, faith was never meant to 
live on emotion alone. God does not remove joy as faith matures—He 
deepens it. What feels like fading is often faith growing roots. 

After the wedding day, marriage moves into real life. There are routines, 
responsibilities, misunderstandings, fatigue, and growth that happens 
slowly and often quietly. Love is no longer proven by intensity, but by 
consistency. New believers are often surprised when faith follows the 
same pattern. Questions arise. Old habits resurface. Temptation does 
not disappear. Life presses in. None of this means something has gone 
wrong. It means the relationship is becoming real. 

Every healthy marriage faces pressure, not because it is fragile, but 
because it is valuable. Time competes for attention. Distraction creeps 
in. Outside voices offer alternatives. Small compromises test trust. Love 
must be chosen again and again. Scripture is honest that the Christian 
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life faces similar resistance. There is a real enemy who opposes God and 
seeks to distract, discourage, and deceive. This resistance is not 
imaginary, and it is not merely internal. But it must be understood 
clearly. 

Not all resistance comes from within us, and Scripture helps us name 
that reality without fear. Scripture names this opposition clearly—Satan 
and the forces aligned against God’s purposes—but it also insists just as 
clearly that they operate under limits set by Christ, who reigns with all 
authority. 

In marriage, outside pressure does not mean the vows were meaningless. 
In the same way, spiritual opposition does not mean your faith is fragile. 
The enemy is real, but he is not sovereign. He does not reign. He does 
not own you. He does not determine the outcome. Jesus does. When 
Jesus rose from the dead, He did not merely survive evil—He defeated 
it. Scripture tells us that Jesus reigns now, with all authority in heaven 
and on earth. What we experience now is not a struggle to see who wins; 
it is resistance during restoration. Like a marriage tested by time but 
anchored by commitment, faith endures not because it feels easy, but 
because it is grounded in something unchanging. 

Quiet seasons are not failing seasons. In marriage, love does not 
disappear when feelings settle. It becomes quieter, stronger, and more 
intentional. The same is true of faith. The enemy often works not 
through dramatic attacks, but through subtle whispers: This doesn’t feel 
the same anymore. Maybe it wasn’t real. If God were close, it wouldn’t 
feel like this. Those whispers are lies. Faith that continues without 
constant emotion is not weaker faith—it is faithful faith. 

Scripture does not call believers to panic or obsess over spiritual 
opposition. It calls us to stand. Standing firm looks a lot like marriage 
lived well. It means returning to Scripture when motivation is low, 
choosing obedience without emotional reward, trusting Jesus when 
clarity feels distant, and remaining faithful in ordinary routines. This 
kind of faith is not passive. It is resilient love. This is how ambassadors 
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remain faithful in a foreign land—not by shouting, but by staying true to 
the One they represent. 

Marriage is not sustained by constant reassurance; it is sustained by 
presence. Jesus promised His presence, not a perpetual emotional 
experience. He did not say you would always feel close. He said He 
would never leave. That promise holds when faith feels vibrant and 
when it feels quiet. You still belong. You are still secure. Jesus still 
reigns. The Kingdom is still coming. 

Faithfulness matters more than intensity because endurance is built 
through showing up. Marriage survives because both people keep 
choosing one another, and faith lasts the same way—not through 
intensity, fear, or chasing emotion, but through trust. Trust grows 
slowly. It deepens through repetition, patience, and endurance. Love 
matures when it is chosen again, even when it feels ordinary. This is how 
faith becomes steady. 

If your faith feels quieter than it once did, you have not lost your way. 
You are learning how to love faithfully, not emotionally. Jesus is not 
disappointed in you. He is committed to you. Stay faithful. Stand firm. 
Trust the King who reigns now and will return to finish what He has 
begun. 

 

Scripture to Sit With 

1 Peter 5:8–9 

Colossians 1:13 

Colossians 2:15 

James 4:7–8 

As you read these passages, notice how Scripture acknowledges real 
opposition while grounding your confidence in the commitment, 
authority, and victory of Jesus.   
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Chapter 15 

Questions, Doubt, and Growth 

 

 

Learning a new language can feel awkward at first. You often know what 
you want to say, but the words don’t come out quite right. You 
misunderstand phrases, hesitate before speaking, and sometimes worry 
that you sound foolish. But confusion is not failure. It is evidence that 
learning has begun. In the same way, not every question comes from 
rebellion, and not every struggle is a sign that something is wrong. This 
picture helps us understand questions and doubt in the life of faith. 

Some people assume that becoming a Christian means arriving, as 
though belief should immediately bring clarity, certainty, and 
understanding. They expect questions to fade and confidence to replace 
struggle. But faith does not work that way. Following Jesus is not a 
moment you complete; it is a life you learn to live. Just as with language, 
learning never really ends. Even fluent speakers continue to discover 
new words, new expressions, and new ways to listen. Faith grows in the 
same ongoing way. 

Doubt is often misunderstood, but it is not the enemy of growth. When 
learning a language, there is an important difference between not 
knowing the right word yet and refusing to speak at all. Doubt is not 
rejection; it is uncertainty within relationship. Unbelief turns away, but 
doubt stays engaged and keeps learning. God is not threatened by your 
questions. He welcomes honesty because He is committed to walking 
with you over the long journey. 

Misunderstanding is also part of maturity. Language learners make 
mistakes at every stage. They mix tenses, misunderstand tone, and 
assume meanings that aren’t there. No good teacher expects perfection; 
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they expect progress. God is patient in the same way. He knows that 
growth takes time and that understanding develops slowly. He walks 
with you through the process, and mistakes do not disqualify you. 
Often, they mark the very places where growth is happening. 

At first, a new language can feel forced. You translate carefully, move 
slowly, and second-guess yourself. Over time, something begins to 
change. Understanding deepens, confidence grows, and what once felt 
foreign starts to feel familiar. Faith develops the same way. And like a 
healthy marriage, the learning never ends. Even after years together, 
spouses continue discovering one another—learning how to love more 
wisely, listen more deeply, and respond with care. Faith is like that. You 
are always learning how to trust Jesus more fully. 

Languages are learned through use, not mastery. You learn by listening, 
speaking, and trying again after mistakes. Faith grows the same way—by 
reading Scripture even when questions remain, praying honestly rather 
than perfectly, and walking with other believers through real life. 
Growth comes through continued trust, not finished understanding. 

Some people stop asking questions because they believe silence signals 
maturity. But silence is not strength. Honest faith speaks, even when it is 
unsure. God values openness more than appearances and relationship 
more than certainty. Learning requires questions, and growth requires 
honesty. 

Who you learn with also matters. Language learning happens best in 
community, with teachers, conversation partners, and patient listeners. 
Faith grows the same way. You were never meant to figure everything 
out alone. Questions are safer when they are shared, and growth is 
stronger in community. God often teaches us through people just as 
much as through ideas. 

It’s important to understand this clearly: you are not late in the process. 
You are not behind, failing, or expected to finish learning before the 
journey ends. Faith is a lifelong pursuit. We keep learning, we keep 
growing, and we keep trusting—all the way to the finish line. 
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You don’t need to rush your growth, silence your questions, or pretend 
you understand more than you do. You are learning, God is patient, and 
the journey is still unfolding. 

In the next chapter, we’ll talk about living heaven at home—through 
community, church, and shared life over time. For now, keep learning. 
You’re becoming fluent in a life of faith. 

 

Scripture to Sit With 

Mark 9:24 

James 1:5 

Psalm 73:16–17 

John 6:68 

These passages give language to honest faith. Bring your questions to 
God—He is patient as you keep learning.  
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Chapter 16 

Living Heaven at Home 

 

 

There are few places more shaping than a shared family table. It is where 
stories are told, questions are welcomed, and both laughter and tension 
have room to exist. A family table is not built around having all the 
answers. It is built around belonging close enough to ask honest 
questions and stay long enough to listen. That picture helps us 
understand how faith is meant to grow over time. 

In many families, there is often someone at the table people instinctively 
look to for wisdom. It might be a father or a mother—not because they 
know everything, but because they have lived long enough to learn from 
experience. They have made mistakes, endured hardship, and gained 
perspective that only time can give. Yet wisdom at a healthy table never 
comes from one voice alone. Others bring insight too—someone who 
has walked through grief, someone who has faced doubt and remained 
faithful, someone who learned patience the hard way. At a true family 
table, wisdom is shared rather than performed. 

The church is meant to function in much the same way. God often uses 
pastors as part of this shared life. Pastors are not replacements for Jesus, 
nor are they meant to manage a person’s private faith. Scripture 
describes them as shepherds and teachers—servants entrusted with 
caring for God’s people, teaching His Word, and helping the church 
remain oriented toward the King. For a citizen of God’s Kingdom, a 
pastor is one voice among the family, someone who helps point hearts 
back to Jesus, encourages faithfulness, and walks with the community as 
it grows together. 
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A family table is also a place where questions are allowed. You can ask 
without fear of embarrassment. You can admit what you don’t know. 
You can learn from the lived experience of others. Faith grows best in 
places where curiosity is safe and honesty is welcomed. God often 
teaches us through the stories of those around us—people a few steps 
ahead, or those who have endured something we have not yet faced. 
You were never meant to figure everything out on your own. 

Much of what shapes us is not taught formally at all. It is observed. You 
watch how others respond to disappointment. You notice how they pray 
when words are hard to find. You see what faithfulness looks like when 
life is ordinary and when it is painful. Like a family table, Christian 
community forms us through proximity and shared life. Wisdom is 
caught as much as it is taught. 

A healthy family table is never closed. There is always room for one 
more chair. Friends show up. Neighbors are invited. New people are 
welcomed in. This is one of the simplest and most natural ways faith is 
shared. Evangelism does not begin with arguments or pressure. It begins 
with hospitality. People often encounter Jesus first through His 
people—by being welcomed into shared life before they fully 
understand what they believe. 

Inviting someone to the table does not require a speech. It often looks 
like sharing a meal, listening to a story, or offering presence during a 
difficult season. Living heaven at home means creating space where 
others can belong before they believe, where faith is visible through love 
rather than persuasion. 

The family table reflects the heart of God Himself. God does not invite 
people into faith from a distance. He draws near. He listens. He 
welcomes. A table shaped by His heart becomes a place where wisdom 
is shared, grace is practiced, and faith is lived out in ordinary ways. 

Of course, every table includes imperfect people. Misunderstandings 
happen. Differences surface. Grace is tested. But that does not cancel 
the table—it gives it meaning. Forgiveness grows when people choose 
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to stay seated together. Patience is learned when love is practiced over 
time. 

Nothing about a family table looks impressive. Meals repeat. 
Conversations overlap. Life unfolds slowly. Yet God delights in ordinary 
faithfulness. Shared meals, shared wisdom, and shared presence become 
sacred spaces where faith takes root and grows strong. 

You do not need to have all the answers to belong. You do not need to 
perform to be welcomed. You do not need to rush your growth. There 
is wisdom here, room here, and a seat for you—along with space to 
invite others. 

In the next chapter, we’ll talk about living as an ambassador until Jesus 
returns, and how to carry everything you’ve learned into daily life with 
peace and purpose. For now, stay awhile. The table is still open. 

 

Scripture to Sit With 

Acts 2:42–47 

Hebrews 10:24–25 

Romans 12:9–13 

Galatians 6:2 

Read these verses with shared life in mind. Faith grows best at the 
table—through presence, wisdom, and welcome. 
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Chapter 17 

Living as an Ambassador Until Jesus Returns 

 

 

There is a difference between being given a task and being entrusted 
with an assignment. A task can feel heavy, like something imposed. An 
assignment, however, carries meaning. It tells you that someone believes 
in you, knows you, and trusts you with something that matters. That is 
the posture Jesus takes when He sends His people into the world. 

When Jesus sends His followers, He does not do so with urgency or 
fear. He sends them with confidence. He knows who you are, where you 
live, and what your life actually looks like. He knows your limitations as 
well as your faith. And He entrusts you with a role—not because you are 
perfect, but because you belong to Him. You are not pushed into 
service. You are invited into purpose. 

To be an ambassador is to represent a kingdom while living somewhere 
else. Ambassadors do not speak for themselves, invent their own 
message, or act on their own authority. They represent someone greater 
than themselves. In the same way, as a follower of Jesus, you are an 
ambassador of His Kingdom—living right where you are, among the 
people already in your life. This means your life has meaning, your 
presence matters, and your faithfulness counts. 

Jesus does not assign you someone else’s calling. He assigns you your 
life. Your family, your work, your neighborhood, and your relationships 
are not accidents or placeholders. You do not need to go somewhere 
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new to live faithfully. You live faithfully right where you are. God knew 
exactly where to place you, and He has entrusted you with that space. 

Most ambassadors do their work quietly. They represent through 
presence, character, and consistency long before they speak. Words 
matter, but they are not always first. Often, people encounter the 
Kingdom of God through kindness, integrity, peace under pressure, and 
hope in hardship. You represent Jesus long before you ever explain 
Him. 

Representing a Kingdom does not mean being silent forever. 
Ambassadors live faithfully, but they also speak when the moment 
comes. Not because they are pressured, but because they have been 
entrusted with something good. 

You don’t need perfect words or all the answers. Often, sharing faith 
looks simple and human—inviting someone into the life you’re already 
living, welcoming them to the table, or honestly saying, “The hope I 
have comes from Jesus.” You are not responsible for how that is 
received. Faithful representation includes both presence and gentle 
honesty. The results belong to God. 

It is important to hear this clearly: you are not responsible for results. 
An ambassador is responsible for faithfulness, not outcomes. You do 
not save anyone. You do not convince anyone. You do not carry the 
weight of success or failure. That belongs to God. Your role is to live 
honestly, love faithfully, and trust Jesus with what grows from that life. 

This is a life worth living. Being part of God’s Kingdom is not small or 
boring. It is real, eternal, and filled with meaning. Every act of 
faithfulness matters. Every moment of love reflects heaven. Your life is 
part of a story that will last forever. 

This assignment is not endless, but it is meaningful. One day, the King 
will return. The work will be complete, and the Kingdom will be fully 
revealed. Until then, you live as a trusted representative—steady, 
hopeful, and secure in the One who sent you. 
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You are not sent alone, unprepared, unsupported, or into uncertainty. 
You are sent by a good King who knows you, loves you, walks with you, 
and has already claimed the world you live in. 

As you step forward, hold onto this final anchor: 

Heaven is real. 

Jesus is King. 

We live from there. 

You are part of something real. You are trusted with something 
meaningful. And your life matters more than you know. Go with 
confidence. The assignment was given with joy. 

 

Scripture to Sit With 

Matthew 28:18–20 

Luke 19:13 

1 Peter 2:9–12 

Revelation 22:12 

Let these passages encourage you. You have been entrusted with 
something meaningful, and Jesus walks with you until He returns. 
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Appendix A – Scripture-Only Reading 
Guide 

 

This reading guide is not meant to rush you through the Bible. 

It is meant to help you learn how to read Scripture in a way that forms 
steady faith, not anxious effort. 

Many Christians are taught to read the Bible primarily as a call to 
action—a set of commands to obey, battles to fight, or lessons to 
master. Scripture does call us to faithfulness and obedience, but it places 
those calls inside a much larger story. 

Before the Bible tells us what to do, it tells us who God is and what He 
has already done. 

This guide is designed to help you read the Bible the same way this book 
invites you to live: 
as a citizen of God’s Kingdom, under the reign of a good King, formed 
by truth before being sent into action. 

How to Read the Bible in Light of Jesus’ Kingdom 

When you open the Bible, start here: 

1. Read to Know God Before Reading to Do Something 

The Bible is not primarily a list of assignments. 

It is the story of God: 

• creating the world 
• redeeming what was broken 
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• sending His Son 
• establishing His Kingdom 
• promising restoration 

Before asking, “What should I do?” ask: 

• What does this passage show me about God? 
• What does it reveal about Jesus? 
• How does this fit into God’s larger story? 

Action flows best from understanding. 
 

2. Let Jesus Be the Center of Every Passage 

All of Scripture finds its meaning in Jesus. 

Even when a passage: 

• describes opposition 
• calls for endurance 
• gives instruction 
• warns against sin 

…it must be read in light of what is already true: 

• Jesus has died 
• Jesus has risen 
• Jesus reigns now 
• Jesus will return 

This keeps Scripture from becoming heavy or fear-based. 
It reminds us that we are not striving for victory — we are living from it. 

3. Understand Resistance Without Making It the Lens 

The Bible is honest that we live in a world with real opposition. 
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But Scripture never invites us to become obsessed with enemies, threats, 
or spiritual conflict. 

Instead, it consistently calls believers to: 

• stand firm 
• remain faithful 
• trust God 
• live soberly and calmly 

When you read passages about resistance or perseverance, remember: 

• the enemy is real, but not sovereign 
• Jesus’ authority is greater 
• your security is not in question 

Opposition is part of life between Jesus’ resurrection and His return—
but it is never the focus of the story. 

4. Read Commands as Formation, Not Pressure 

Many commands in Scripture describe what life looks like when 
someone belongs to Jesus. 

They are not meant to create anxiety or constant urgency. 

When you read instructions, try asking: 

• What kind of person is God forming here? 
• What does this show about life under Jesus’ rule? 
• How does this shape trust, patience, or love? 

Faith grows over time. Scripture shapes us gradually. 

5. Let Scripture Shape Who You Are Becoming
  

The primary purpose of reading the Bible is not intensity—it is 
formation. 
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We read Scripture so that: 

• our trust deepens 
• our fear lessens 
• our identity stabilizes 
• our hope strengthens 

Some days, reading will feel powerful. 
Other days, it will feel ordinary. 

Both are faithful. 
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Scripture-Only Reading Guide 

 

This reading guide is simple on purpose. 
There are no explanations. 
There are no questions to answer. 
There is no schedule to keep up with. 

These passages are meant to help you become familiar with the story of 
Scripture and the heart of God.  
Read slowly. Pause when needed. Reread what stands out. 

You are not trying to master the Bible. 
You are learning to listen. 
All Scripture references are from the English Standard Version (ESV). 

Foundations: Who God Is and What He Has Done 

Genesis 1–2 
Psalm 23 
Lamentations 3:22-23 
Isaiah 53 
John 1:1–18 
Romans 5 
Ephesians 1 

Jesus: His Life, Words, and Kingdom 

Luke 1–2 
Matthew 5–7 
Luke 15 
John 10 
John 14–17 
Matthew 28 
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Salvation, Grace, and New Life 

Psalm 32:3-5 
Micah 7:18-19  
John 3  
Romans 8 
Galatians 2–3 
Ephesians 2 
Titus 3 
1 John 1–2 

Learning to Walk With God 

Psalm 1 
Psalm 37 
Proverbs 3 
John 10:27 
John 15 
Luke 10:38-42 
Galatians 5 
Colossians 3 

Life Together and Faith in Daily Life 

Acts 2:42–47 
Romans 12 
1 Corinthians 13 
Ephesians 4 
Hebrews 10:19–25 
James 1 

Hope, Endurance, and the Future 

Isaiah 11 
Isaiah 65:17–25 
Romans 8:18–25 
1 Corinthians 15 
2 Corinthians 12:7-10 
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1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 
Revelation 21–22 

A Gentle Encouragement 

You do not read the Bible to prove your faith. 
You read it to be reminded of what is already true. 
Some days, a single verse is enough. 
Some days, a chapter will linger with you. 
Faith is not measured by speed or volume. 
It is measured by continued trust in a faithful King. 
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How to Read Scripture References (A 
Simple Guide) 

 

If you’re new to the Bible, Scripture references can look confusing at 
first. They don’t need to be. 

Before explaining how references work, it may help to know how to 
find the books themselves. 

Most Bibles include a table of contents at the front. The books of the 
Bible are not arranged alphabetically, so using the table of contents is 
the easiest way to begin. It will show you where each book starts and 
what page number to turn to. 

The Bible is divided into two main sections: 

• The Old Testament, which tells the story of God’s work before 
the coming of Jesus 

• The New Testament, which centers on the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus and the growth of the early church 

If you’re unsure where a book is located, turn to the table of contents 
first. There’s no need to memorize anything. Over time, the structure 
will become familiar. 

If you’re using a Bible app or reading online, most digital Bibles include 
a search function or a menu listing the books of the Bible. You can 
simply type the book name (for example, “John”) into the search bar or 
select it from the list. Digital Bibles are organized the same way as 
printed ones—by book, chapter, and verse—so the references work 
exactly the same. 

Now, here’s how Scripture references work. 

A Scripture reference usually looks like this: 
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John 3:16 

So:  
John is the book of the Bible 
3 is the chapter number 
16 is the verse number—usually after a colon ':' 

John 3:16 means: 

The book of John, chapter 3, verse 16. 

When You See a Range 

 
Sometimes you’ll see something like: 
 
Romans 8:1–11 

That means: 
Start at chapter 8, verse 1 
Read through verse 11 
The dash tells you it’s a continuous section. 

When You See Only a Chapter 

If a reference looks like this: 

Psalm 23 

That means: 
Read the entire chapter 
Some chapters are short. Others are longer. You’re free to pause or 
return later. 

When You See Multiple Chapters 

 
A reference like: 

Genesis 1–2 
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Means: 

• Read chapter 1 
• Then read chapter 2 

You don’t need to read them all at once unless you want to. 

A Word of Encouragement 

 
You don’t need to read the Bible fast. 
You don’t need to understand everything immediately. 
You don’t need to read “the right way.” 
The goal is not speed or mastery. 
The goal is familiarity and trust. 
God is patient, and learning takes time. 
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Appendix B—Common Questions New 
Christians Ask 

 

Questions are a normal part of faith. 

If you’re new to following Jesus, you may find yourself wondering if 
what you’re thinking is unusual or even wrong. It isn’t. Most believers—
new and experienced—ask many of the same questions along the way. 

This section doesn’t try to answer everything. Its purpose is simpler: to 
reassure you that questions are part of learning, and that faith grows 
through honesty, not silence. 

“Am I really saved?” 

 
This is one of the most common questions new Christians ask. 

Salvation rests on trusting Jesus—who He is and what He has done—
not on how steady your feelings feel in the moment or the strength of 
your performance. 

Feelings change. Trust remains. 

If you have placed your trust in Jesus, your salvation rests on Him—not 
on your consistency or emotional certainty. 

Scripture to consider: 

• John 10:27–29 
• Ephesians 2:8–9 
• Romans 8:1 
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“Why don’t I feel different all the time?” 

 
Some people experience strong emotions when they first come to faith. 
Others don’t. 

Both are normal. 

Faith is not sustained by constant emotion. Over time, trust becomes 
steadier, quieter, and deeper. 

Growth often happens without dramatic feelings attached. 

A lack of emotion does not mean a lack of faith. 

Scripture to consider: 

• 2 Corinthians 5:7 
• Galatians 2:20 
• Hebrews 11:1 

“Why do I still struggle with sin?” 

 
Following Jesus does not remove all struggle overnight. 

Learning to live faithfully takes time. Growth happens gradually, 
through trust and grace, not through instant change. 

Struggle does not mean failure. It means you are learning to walk in a 
new way. 

God’s grace is not fragile. 

Scripture to consider: 

• Romans 7:21–25 
• Proverbs 24:16 
• 1 John 1:7–9 

https://lastdaysliving.com/
https://www.esv.org/2+Corinthians+5+7/
https://www.esv.org/Galatians+2+20/
https://www.esv.org/Hebrews+11+1/
https://www.esv.org/Romans+7+21-25/
https://www.esv.org/Proverbs+24+16/
https://www.esv.org/1+John+1+7-9/


72 

Ambassadors of Heaven | Duane C. White | LastDaysLiving.com 

“What if I mess up badly?” 

 
Failure does not remove you from God’s family. 

God knew your weaknesses before you trusted Him. His grace 
accounted for them. 

When you stumble, you don’t start over—you return. Repentance is not 
restarting faith; it is staying in relationship. 

Scripture to consider: 

• Psalm 103:8–13 
• Luke 15:20–24 
• Romans 8:38–39 

“How much do I need to know?” 

 
You don’t need to know everything to follow Jesus. 

Faith begins with trust, not information. Understanding grows over time 
as you read Scripture, learn from others, and walk with God. 

No one reaches a point where they know it all. 

Scripture to consider: 

• Proverbs 3:5–6 
• 1 Corinthians 13:12 
• Colossians 1:9–10 

“What if I have doubts?” 

 
Doubt is not the same as unbelief. 

Doubt asks questions within relationship. Unbelief turns away. 

https://lastdaysliving.com/
https://www.esv.org/Psalm+103+8-13/
https://www.esv.org/Luke+15+20-24/
https://www.esv.org/Romans+8+38-39/
https://www.esv.org/Proverbs+3+5-6/
https://www.esv.org/1+Corinthians+13+12/
https://www.esv.org/Colossians+1+9-10/


73 

Ambassadors of Heaven | Duane C. White | LastDaysLiving.com 

God is not threatened by your doubts. He invites honesty and meets you 
as you learn. 

Questions can deepen faith rather than destroy it. 

Scripture to consider: 

• Mark 9:24 
• James 1:5 
• John 6:68 

“Do I need to change everything right away?” 

 
Following Jesus leads to change—but not all at once. 

Growth happens over time. God works patiently, shaping your heart 
and habits as you learn to trust Him more fully. 

Faith is not about rushing transformation. It is about walking faithfully. 

Scripture to consider: 

• Philippians 1:6 
• 2 Corinthians 3:18 
• Galatians 5:22–23 

“How do I pray?” 

 
Many new Christians worry they don’t know how to pray. 

Prayer is not about saying the right words. It is about honest 
communication with God. 

When Jesus taught His disciples to pray, He gave them what we now call 
the Lord’s Prayer. He did not give it as a script to repeat, but as a 
model—a way to understand the heart of prayer. 

The Lord’s Prayer shows us that prayer can include:. 
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• Worship and gratitude 
• Trust in God’s care 
• Asking for daily needs 
• Confession and forgiveness 
• Dependence on God’s guidance 

Prayer can be spoken out loud or silently. It can be short or long. It can 
be full of words or very simple. 

God listens because He loves you—not because your prayer sounds 
polished. 

Scripture to consider: 

• Matthew 6:9–13 
• Romans 8:26–27 
• Philippians 4:6–7 

“Do I need to go to church?” 

 
Faith was never meant to be lived alone. 

Church is not about performance or perfection. It is about shared life, 
encouragement, and learning together. 

Finding a healthy church takes time. It’s okay to be patient as you look 
for a community where you can grow and belong. 

Scripture to consider: 

• Hebrews 10:24–25 
• Acts 2:42–47 
• Romans 12:4–5 

"Do I need a pastor?" 

Pastors play an important role in the life of a Christian, but not the role 
many people assume. 
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A pastor is not your savior, your conscience, or the person responsible 
for your personal relationship with God. Jesus alone holds that place. 

Scripture presents pastors as shepherds and teachers—people called to 
care for God’s people, teach the Bible faithfully, and help the church 
grow in maturity. Their role is to equip believers to live faithfully where 
they are, not to replace their responsibility to follow Jesus. 

A healthy relationship with a pastor supports your faith without 
controlling it and helps keep your focus on Christ as King. 

If you’ve been hurt or disappointed by church leadership in the past, it’s 
okay to take time to rebuild trust. Jesus remains faithful even when 
people fall short. 

Scripture to consider: 

• Ephesians 4:11-12 
• 1 Peter 5:2-3 
• Acts 2:42 
• 1 Timothy 2:5 
• Hebrews 13:17 

“What if I don’t have all the answers when people ask?” 

 
You are not expected to defend everything or explain everything. 

It’s okay to say, “I don’t know.” Faith is about trust, not having answers 
ready. 

You represent Jesus best through honesty, kindness, and faithfulness—
not expertise. 

Scripture to consider: 

• Colossians 4:5–6 
• 1 Peter 3:15 
• Micah 6:8 
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A Final Encouragement 

 
Questions do not disqualify you. 

They are part of learning how to follow Jesus. 

You are not behind. 
You are not failing. 
You are not alone. 

Keep walking. Keep asking. Keep trusting. 

God is patient—and the journey is worth it.  
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Appendix C—Simple Spiritual Practices 
(No Pressure) 

 

Spiritual practices are not tests. 

They are not requirements you must meet to stay close to God. 
They are not ways to earn His approval. 

They are simple rhythms that help you stay aware of a relationship that 
already exists. 

You don’t need to do all of these. 
You don’t need to do them perfectly. 

Think of them as invitations, not obligations. 

Reading Scripture 

 
Reading the Bible is not about getting through pages. 

It is about becoming familiar with God’s voice and story. 

You can: 

• Read a few verses at a time 
• Reread passages that stand out 
• Pause when something feels meaningful 

Consistency matters more than quantity. 

Scripture to consider: 

• Psalm 119:105 
• 2 Timothy 3:16–17 
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Prayer 

 
Prayer is conversation, not performance. 

You don’t need special words. 
You don’t need a schedule to begin. 

You can: 

• Speak honestly 
• Sit quietly 
• Use the Lord’s Prayer as a guide 

Prayer grows naturally as trust grows. 

Scripture to consider: 

• Matthew 6:9–13 
• Romans 8:26 

Worship Through Music 

 
Music has a unique way of shaping the heart. 

Worship music, especially songs that focus on who God is—His 
holiness, faithfulness, power, and majesty—can help reorient your 
thoughts toward Him. 

This kind of worship: 

• Draws attention away from self 
• Cultivates awe and reverence 
• Anchors the heart in truth 

You don’t need to sing well. 
You don’t need to feel emotional. 

You can: 
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• Listen quietly 
• Reflect on the words 
• Let Scripture-shaped praise remind you who God is 

Worship forms us by lifting our eyes—again and again—to the greatness 
of God. 

Scripture to consider: 

• Psalm 29:2 
• Revelation 4:8–11 

Gratitude 

 
Gratitude helps you notice God’s presence in ordinary life. 

You can practice gratitude by: 

• Thanking God for small things 
• Noticing daily provision 
• Reflecting on what God has already done 

Gratitude shifts attention without forcing emotion. 

Scripture to consider: 

• 1 Thessalonians 5:18 
• Psalm 103:2 

Community 

 
Faith grows best in shared life. 

You don’t need a large group. 
You don’t need to speak often. 

You can: 
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• Gather with other believers 
• Listen and learn 
• Share honestly over time 

Community shapes faith quietly and steadily. 

Scripture to consider: 

• Hebrews 10:24–25 
• Ecclesiastes 4:9–10 

Service 

 
Service flows from love, not pressure. 

You don’t need to do everything. 
You don’t need to be visible. 

You can: 

• Help where you already are 
• Serve in ordinary ways 
• Respond to needs as they arise 

Service becomes meaningful when it’s rooted in gratitude. 

Scripture to consider: 

• Galatians 5:13 
• Colossians 3:23 

Rest 

 
Rest is not laziness. 

It is trust. 

Choosing rest reminds you that God sustains you—not your effort. 
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You can: 

• Take breaks without guilt 
• Set healthy boundaries 
• Trust God with unfinished work 

Rest protects faith from exhaustion. 

Scripture to consider: 

• Matthew 11:28–30 
• Psalm 127:2 

A Gentle Reminder 

 
These practices are not rules. 
They are ways to stay attentive to a relationship that already exists. 
Some seasons will feel consistent. 
Others will feel scattered. 
Both are part of the journey. 
God is patient. 
You are learning. 
And growth happens over time. 
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Appendix C (Addendum)—Worship With 
Discernment 

 

A Gentle Word About Worship Music 

 
Not all worship music forms us in the same way. 

Some songs focus primarily on how we feel, what we receive, or our 
personal experience. While gratitude and testimony have their place, 
worship at its core is meant to lift our attention toward God Himself—
His character, His holiness, His faithfulness, and His majesty. 

As you listen, it can be helpful to ask simple questions: 

This isn’t about criticism or rules. It’s about formation. 

• Does this song point me toward who God  is? 
• Does it reflect truth found in Scripture? 
• Does it draw my attention upward rather than inward? 

What we sing—and listen to—shapes what we believe over time. 

Choosing God-centered worship helps anchor your heart in truth, even 
when emotions change. 

Below are examples of themes to look for in worship music, rather than 
a required playlist. Styles change. Truth does not. 

Look for songs that emphasize: 

The Holiness of God 

 
God is set apart, worthy, and glorious beyond comparison. 

Scripture anchors: 
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• Isaiah 6:1–5 
• Psalm 99 
• Revelation 4:8 

The Majesty and Authority of God 

 
God reigns. His power is secure, and His Kingdom endures. 

Scripture anchors: 

• Psalm 47 
• Daniel 4:34–35 
• Revelation 11:15 

The Faithfulness of God 

 
God keeps His promises and does not change. 

Scripture anchors: 

• Lamentations 3:22–23 
• Psalm 36:5 
• Hebrews 13:8 

The Worthiness of God 

 
God is worthy of worship simply because of who He is. 

Scripture anchors: 

• Psalm 29:2 
• Psalm 145 
• Revelation 5:11–13 
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The Glory of God 

 
God’s glory fills heaven and earth. 

Scripture anchors: 

• Psalm 19:1 
• Habakkuk 2:14 
• Revelation 21:23 

A Quiet Encouragement 

 
You don’t need to find perfect music. 

You’re simply learning to let worship remind you of truth—again and 
again.
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Appendix D—Family & Friend 
Conversation Guide 

 

Talking about faith can feel intimidating—especially with people who 
know you well. 

You may worry about saying the wrong thing. 
You may feel pressure to have answers. 
You may fear being misunderstood. 

This guide is here to remind you of something important: 

You are not responsible for convincing anyone. 
You are invited to be faithful and honest. 

Start With Relationship, Not Explanation 

Faith is best shared in the context of relationship. 

You don’t need to lead with arguments or explanations. 
You don’t need to defend everything you believe. 

Often, the most meaningful conversations begin simply by being 
present, listening well, and loving consistently. 

People notice changed lives long before they hear explanations. 

Let Your Story Be Simple 

You don’t need a dramatic testimony. 

A simple story is enough: 

• What you’ve learned about Jesus 
• How your trust is growing 
• Why faith matters to you now 

It’s okay if your story is still unfolding. Honesty builds trust. 
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When Questions Come 

Questions are a gift, not a threat. 

If someone asks something you don’t know how to answer, it’s okay to 
say: 

• “I’m still learning.” 
• “I don’t know, but I can look into that.” 
• “That’s a good question.” 

Faith does not require instant answers. 

Respect Time and Readiness 

Not everyone is ready for the same conversation at the same time. 

Some people need time. 
Some need space. 
Some may not want to talk right away. 

Respecting that builds credibility and keeps the relationship open. 

Live What You Believe 

Your life speaks loudly. 

Kindness. 
Patience. 
Integrity. 
Peace under pressure. 

These are often the clearest expressions of faith. 

You represent Jesus most clearly through how you live. 

When Conversations Feel Awkward 

Awkward moments happen. 

They don’t mean you failed. 
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Sometimes simply showing up, staying kind, and remaining steady is the 
most faithful response. 

You don’t need to force conversations to continue. 

Inviting Others Into Shared Life 

One of the most natural ways to share faith is through invitation. 

You can invite someone to: 

1. Share a meal 
2. Attend a gathering 
3. Read Scripture together 
4. Ask questions in a safe setting 

Invitation communicates welcome without pressure. 

Trust God With Outcomes 

You are not responsible for results. 

God works in hearts. 
You walk faithfully. 

Your role is to love well, speak honestly when appropriate, and trust 
God with the rest. 

A Final Encouragement 

You don’t need to be bold in a way that feels unnatural. 
You don’t need to rush conversations. 
You don’t need to fear silence. 

Faith is shared best through patience and love. 

God is already at work—often in ways you cannot see. 
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Appendix E - 30-Day Scripture 
Companion 

 

This companion is an invitation, not a challenge. 

This is not a devotional replacement, but a gentle, optional Scripture 
companion for readers who want help establishing a regular reading 
rhythm. 

All Scripture references are from the English Standard Version (ESV). 

 

How to Use This Companion 

Each day includes: 

• A short Scripture reading 

• A simple focus 

• A gentle prayer prompt 

You can: 

• Read quietly 

• Reflect briefly 

• Sit in silence if words don’t come 

Five minutes is enough. 
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Days 1–5: Who God Is 

Day 1 — God Is Creator 

Read: Genesis 1:1 
Focus: God is eternal and purposeful. 
Prayer: Acknowledge God as Creator and giver of life. 

Day 2 — God Is Holy 

Read: Isaiah 6:1–3 
Focus: God is set apart and worthy. 
Prayer: Honor God for who He is. 

Day 3 — God Is Faithful 

Read: Lamentations 3:22–23 
Focus: God’s faithfulness does not change. 
Prayer: Thank God for His steadiness. 

Day 4 — God Is Near 

Read: Psalm 145:18 
Focus: God is attentive to those who call on Him. 
Prayer: Speak honestly to God. 

Day 5 — God Is King 

Read: Psalm 47:7–8 
Focus: God reigns with authority and care. 
Prayer: Trust God’s rule. 
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Days 6–10: What Jesus Has Done 

Day 6 — Jesus Reveals God 

Read: John 1:14 
Focus: Jesus makes God known. 
Prayer: Thank Jesus for coming near. 

Day 7 — Jesus Saves 

Read: Romans 5:8 
Focus: Salvation is rooted in love. 
Prayer: Receive grace with gratitude. 

Day 8 — Jesus Forgives 

Read: 1 John 1:9 
Focus: Confession restores relationship. 
Prayer: Bring what needs forgiveness. 

Day 9 — Jesus Gives Life 

Read: John 10:10 
Focus: Jesus offers fullness of life. 
Prayer: Trust Him with your life. 

Day 10 — Jesus Is Lord 

Read: Philippians 2:9–11 
Focus: Jesus reigns now and forever. 
Prayer: Acknowledge His authority. 
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Days 11–15: Who You Are Now 

Day 11 — You Belong 

Read: Romans 8:15 
Focus: You are part of God’s family. 
Prayer: Rest in belonging. 

Day 12 — You Are Made New 

Read: 2 Corinthians 5:17 
Focus: New life begins with Christ. 
Prayer: Thank God for renewal. 

Day 13 — You Are Secure 

Read: John 10:28 
Focus: God holds you firmly. 
Prayer: Release fear. 

Day 14 — You Are Learning 

Read: Philippians 1:6 
Focus: God is at work over time. 
Prayer: Trust the process. 

Day 15 — You Are Loved 

Read: Romans 8:38–39 
Focus: Nothing separates you from God’s love. 
Prayer: Receive that love quietly. 
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Days 16–20: Learning to Walk With God 

Day 16 — Trust Daily 

Read: Proverbs 3:5–6 
Focus: Trust grows step by step. 
Prayer: Offer today to God. 

Day 17 — Stay Connected 

Read: John 15:4 
Focus: Life flows from connection. 
Prayer: Remain with God. 

Day 18 — Grow Slowly 

Read: Galatians 5:22–23 
Focus: Fruit grows naturally. 
Prayer: Ask for patience. 

Day 19 — Practice Gratitude 

Read: Psalm 103:1–2 
Focus: Remember God’s goodness. 
Prayer: Thank God simply. 

Day 20 — Rest in God 

Read: Matthew 11:28–30 
Focus: Rest is an act of trust. 
Prayer: Lay down burdens. 
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Days 21–25: Living Faithfully 

Day 21 — Live Honestly 

Read: Micah 6:8 
Focus: Faith shapes daily choices. 
Prayer: Ask for integrity. 

Day 22 — Love Others 

Read: John 13:34–35 
Focus: Love reflects Jesus. 
Prayer: Pray for someone else. 

Day 23 — Serve Quietly 

Read: Galatians 5:13 
Focus: Service flows from love. 
Prayer: Offer yourself willingly. 

Day 24 — Walk With Others 

Read: Hebrews 10:24–25 
Focus: Faith grows in community. 
Prayer: Thank God for shared life. 

Day 25 — Represent Jesus 

Read: 2 Corinthians 5:20 
Focus: You live as His ambassador. 
Prayer: Ask for faithfulness. 

https://lastdaysliving.com/
https://www.esv.org/Micah+6+8/
https://www.esv.org/John+13+34-35/
https://www.esv.org/Galatians+5+13/
https://www.esv.org/Hebrews+10+24-25/
https://www.esv.org/2+Corinthians+5+20/


94 

Ambassadors of Heaven | Duane C. White | LastDaysLiving.com 

Days 26–30: Hope and the Future 

Day 26 — God Is Restoring 

Read: Romans 8:18 
Focus: Present struggles are not final. 
Prayer: Hold onto hope. 

Day 27 — Jesus Will Return 

Read: Revelation 22:12 
Focus: The King is coming. 
Prayer: Wait with trust. 

Day 28 — The Kingdom Is Real 

Read: Hebrews 12:28 
Focus: God’s Kingdom cannot be shaken. 
Prayer: Give thanks. 

Day 29 — Run Faithfully 

Read: Hebrews 12:1–2 
Focus: Endurance matters. 
Prayer: Keep going. 

Day 30 — Live From There 

Read: Colossians 3:1–2 
Focus: Set your heart on what lasts. 
Prayer: Commit your life again to God. 

A Closing Encouragement 

This is not the end of learning. 
It’s a beginning. 
You are walking with a faithful God, learning to live as a citizen of 
Heaven—right where you are. 
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Keep going. 
He is with you. 
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Appendix F  
For Mentors, Pastors, and Group Leaders: 

How to Use This Book Well 

 

What This Book Is Designed to Do 

• Calm the anxious 
• Orient the new 
• Re-ground the weary 
• Establish identity and Kingdom belonging 

What This Book Deliberately Does Not Do 

• Provide systematic theology 
• Address every ethical question 
• Function as a salvation tract 
• Replace Scripture, preaching, or long-term discipleship 

This book was written with new believers in mind—but it works best 
when faith is shared. 

If you are reading this as a pastor, mentor, small-group leader, parent, or 
trusted friend, thank you. Your presence matters more than you may 
realize. 

This section is not a program or a system. It is a guide to help you walk 
patiently and faithfully with those who are learning what it means to 
follow Jesus. 

Growth in the Christian life is not driven by pressure, but by presence. 
As people rest in Jesus, the Holy Spirit produces fruit over time—love, 
patience, self-control—not perfectly, but steadily. This fruit is evidence 
of life, not a test of worth. Leaders are invited to watch for what God is 
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already growing and to nurture it gently, rather than demanding 
outcomes. 

Scripture describes pastors and leaders as shepherds, not inspectors. 
Their role is to point people back to Jesus, keep them rooted in God’s 
Word, and walk alongside them as they learn faithfulness in ordinary life. 
Correction, when needed, is meant to restore trust and clarity, not to 
apply fear or control. Healthy authority always serves growth, and 
growth always flows from grace. 

Your Role Is Presence, Not Pressure 
 

New believers don’t need to be managed. 

They need: 

• Safety 
• Patience 
• Steady encouragement 

Your role is not to rush growth or correct every misunderstanding. Your 
role is to model trust in Jesus and a settled confidence in grace. 

Growth happens best where people feel secure. 

 

Let the Story Set the Pace 

 
This book intentionally begins with the story of Scripture and the 
goodness of Jesus as King. 

Resist the urge to jump ahead to behavior correction or expectations. 

Identity comes before behavior. 
Belonging comes before maturity. 

Let the story do its work. 
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Welcome Questions Without Alarm 

 
Questions are not interruptions. They are invitations. 

If someone asks something difficult: 

• Don’t panic 
• Don’t overcorrect 
• Don’t feel pressure to answer everything 

It is often more helpful to say: 

• “That’s a good question.” 
• “Let’s keep learning together.” 

God is not threatened by honest questions—and neither should we be. 

 

Model a Non-Performative Faith 

 
New believers learn as much from what you don’t demand as from what 
you teach. 

Model: 

• Repentance without shame 
• Obedience without fear 
• Faithfulness without comparison 

Let them see that faith is lived, not performed. 
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Encourage Scripture, Not Dependency 

 
This book is meant to point people to the Bible—not replace it. 

Encourage: 

• Slow reading 
• Rereading familiar passages 
• Sitting with Scripture without pressure to explain 

You don’t need to interpret everything for them. Trust the Holy Spirit 
to work through the Word. 

 

Use the Appendices Freely and Flexibly 

 
The appendices are tools, not requirements. 

• Appendix A helps build familiarity with Scripture 
• Appendix B normalizes questions 
• Appendix C introduces rhythms without obligation 
• Appendix D supports real-life conversations 
• Appendix E offers a gentle devotional structure 

Use what helps. Skip what doesn’t—for now. 

 

Watch for Fear and Gently Redirect It 

 
Some new believers carry hidden fears: 

• Fear of failure 
• Fear of disappointing God 
• Fear of not “doing enough” 
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When you hear fear, return them to truth: 

• Jesus is a good King 
• Grace is not fragile 
• Faith grows over time 

Hope is a powerful corrective. 

 

Celebrate Faithfulness, Not Intensity 

 
Avoid praising spiritual intensity as a measure of growth. 

Celebrate: 

• Consistency 
• Honesty 
• Small steps of trust 
• Quiet obedience 

These are signs of real formation. 

 

Encourage Community Without Forcing It 

 
Community matters—but timing matters too. 

Invite gently. 
Be patient. 
Let trust grow. 

Some people need time before they feel safe enough to belong. 
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Keep the Finish Line in View 

 
Remind those you walk with that faith is a lifelong journey. 

We are always learning. 
We are always growing. 
We are always trusting. 

The goal is not arrival—it is faithfulness. 

 

A Final Word to Leaders 

 
You don’t need to be impressive. 
You don’t need to be perfect. 
You don’t need to have all the answers. 

You need to be present, patient, and hopeful. 

God uses steady faithfulness more than polished leadership. 

Thank you for walking with others as they learn to live as citizens of 
Heaven. 

A Note on Pastoral and Mentoring Roles 

This book is written to help new believers grow as steady, confident 
citizens of God’s Kingdom under the reign of Jesus Christ. 

Pastors, mentors, and leaders who walk alongside readers of this book 
are encouraged to approach their role as shepherds and guides, not 
managers of spiritual performance. 

Scripture describes pastors as under-shepherds—servants entrusted with 
teaching God’s Word, caring for people, and equipping the church for 
faithful living. This means helping believers grow in trust, identity, and 
endurance rather than pressure, urgency, or fear. 
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Leaders are encouraged to: 

• Keep Jesus central as King and Savior 

• Emphasize formation over activity 

• Allow growth to be gradual and lived out in ordinary life 

• Resist pressure-based or fear-driven discipleship 

This book works best when leaders walk patiently with others, trusting 
that God is at work over time. 
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Appendix G 
What It Means to Trust Jesus (And What 

it Does Not Mean) 

 

One of the most common phrases you will hear in the Christian faith is 
“trust Jesus.” 

It sounds simple. It is also easy to misunderstand. 

Some people hear it and think it means having strong feelings. 

Others think it means never doubting. 

Some think it means trying harder to obey. 

Others quietly wonder if they ever trusted Him “the right way” at all. 

This appendix exists for one simple reason: 

To gently explain what trusting Jesus means in the way this book uses 
the phrase. 

If this question has ever felt confusing, heavy, or anxiety-producing for 
you, you are not alone. 

 

Why This Question Matters 

 
Trust is not a side topic in the Christian life. 

It is at the center. 

Jesus did not say, “Figure everything out.” 

He did not say, “Never struggle.” 

He did not say, “Prove yourself.” 
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He said, “Follow me.” 

Trust is how we do that. 

But trust grows over time. 

It matures. 

It deepens. 

And it often looks quieter than people expect. 

What Trusting Jesus Is 

 
At its heart, trusting Jesus means relying on who He is and what He has 
done, rather than relying on yourself. 

It means believing that: 

• Jesus is who He says He is 
• Jesus tells the truth 
• Jesus is good 
• Jesus is capable of leading your life 

Trust is not about confidence in your faith. 

It is about confidence in your King. 

To trust Jesus is to place the weight of your life on Him—sometimes 
calmly, sometimes trembling, sometimes with questions still in your 
hands. 

Trust often looks like: 

• Turning back to Jesus when you fail 
• Listening to His words even when they challenge you 
• Choosing to follow Him when you do not yet understand 
• Letting Him define what is true instead of your fears 
• Continuing to walk with Him even when feelings fade 
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Trust is relational before it is emotional. 
 

How We Learn to Listen to Jesus 

 
When Christians talk about listening to Jesus, it can sometimes sound 
mysterious or intimidating. 

But Jesus has not left us guessing about how He speaks. 

The primary way we learn to recognize His voice is through Scripture. 

The Bible is not just a rulebook or a history lesson. 

It is how God has chosen to reveal who He is, what He is like, and what 
He cares about. 

As you spend time in the Bible, something quiet but important happens: 

You begin to recognize the character of Jesus. 

You learn: 

• what sounds like Him 
• what does not 
• what aligns with His heart 
• what contradicts His ways 

Listening to Jesus does not usually mean hearing something new every 
day. 

More often, it means letting His words shape how you see, think, and 
respond over time. 

This kind of listening grows slowly. 

It looks like: 

• reading a small portion of Scripture regularly 
• returning to familiar passages again and again 
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• noticing how Jesus speaks, acts, and treats people 
• allowing His words to correct, comfort, and steady you 

You do not need to read large amounts. 

You do not need to understand everything at once. 

You do not need to force meaning out of every page. 

You are simply spending time with Him. 

Over time, trust grows not because you are trying harder—but because 
you are learning who He is. 
 

What Trusting Jesus Is Not 

 
Because so many people struggle here, this matters deeply. 

Trusting Jesus does not mean: 

• Trusting perfectly 
• Never doubting 
• Always feeling close to God 
• Having constant confidence 
• Getting everything right 
• Never asking questions 
• Never feeling afraid 
• Never failing 

Trust is not fragile. 

If trust required perfection, no one could trust Him. 

A child learning to walk trusts their parent even while falling. 

A student learning to drive trusts the instructor even while making 
mistakes. 
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In the same way, a believer can trust Jesus while still learning, stumbling, 
and growing. 
 

Trust Is Ongoing, Not a One-Time Test 

 
Some people think of trust as a single moment in the past—something 
they either did or failed to do. 

In Scripture, trust is described as a way of living. 

• You trusted Jesus when you first turned to Him. 
• You trust Jesus when you continue to follow Him. 
• You trust Jesus when you return to Him after wandering. 
• You trust Jesus when you stay, even when things feel quiet or 

hard. 

Trust deepens with time—not because you become flawless, but 
because you come to know Him better. 

The Christian life is not about repeatedly proving your trust. 

It is about continuing to place yourself in His care. 

When Trust Feels Weak 

 
There will be seasons when trust feels strong—and seasons when it feels 
thin. 

That does not mean trust is gone. 

Sometimes trust looks like: 

Saying, “Jesus, I don’t understand this, but I’m still here.” 

Saying, “I don’t feel close to You, but I’m not leaving.” 

Saying, “I have questions, but I still want You to lead me.” 
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Even that is trust. 

Faith does not disappear when confidence fades. 

Often, it is being refined. 
 

Scripture That Shapes This Understanding of Trust 

 
“But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of God.” 

— John 1:12 (ESV) 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own 
understanding.” 

— Proverbs 3:5 (ESV) 

“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest.” 

— Matthew 11:28 (ESV) 

“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. I give 
them eternal life, and they will never perish.” 

— John 10:27–28 (ESV) 

“And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring 
it to completion.” 

— Philippians 1:6 (ESV) 

A Final Word of Reassurance 

If you are still turning toward Jesus - 

• still listening for His voice 
• still returning when you fall 
• still wanting Him to lead you 
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That itself is evidence of trust. 

Trust does not shout. 

Trust does not rush. 

Trust often walks quietly, one step at a time. 

And Jesus is faithful to those who keep walking with Him. 
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Continue the Journey 

 

If this book encouraged you: 

• Walk through it with someone else 
• Share it with your church or small group 

• Watch for upcoming Study Guide and Youth Editions 
• Visit LastDaysLiving.com for more resources 

 

Christ reigns. Let’s live like it  
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